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"It's Vets Helping Vets"

Many veterans returning from the wars in Iraq and 
Afghanistan are looking for a new way to reconnect 
with each other. That's the goal of a new alcohol-free/

drug-free center called the Veterans Welcome Resource Cen-
ter, a community-based resource that features a unique blend 
of programs and services to honor and support Wisconsin’s 
veterans and their families. The center is a joint project of the 
Wisconsin Department of Veterans Affairs, Edgewood College, 
and Dryhootch, a nonprofit veterans organization that runs two 
coffee houses support-groups center in Milwaukee. The Madison 
facility, which opened May 18th will be the first Wisconsin site 
outside of Milwaukee.

Housed in the Gialamas Company’s site at 8025 Excelsior 
Drive on Madison’s West side, the center combines the energies 
of these several organizations, each offering a distinct set of ser-
vices designed to provide assistance through a range of transition 
periods, including returning home from deployment, starting 
or returning to college, finding employment, and more. The 
Dryhootch coffeehouse itself gives veterans a place to meet and 
talk with each other one-on-one, to meet in groups, and to gather 
with family members as well as people from the community.

The Edgewood College Family Center is already located on 
the site at the Deming Way campus and will be able to offer its 
personal, marriage, 
and family counsel-
ing services. In ad-
dition, the college 
Veterans Services 
Coordinator will be 
located there part-
time to help veterans 
learn about student 
benefits.

The Department 
of Veterans Affairs 
will also commit one 
person to assist with 
benefits on a part-

time basis, said John Scocos, secretary of the department. He 
also said his department will help train volunteers at the center. 
"One of the biggest challenges, I believe, to the federal VA and 
our state is the mental health issues that veterans are going to 

face now and in 
the future," Sco-
cos said. "It's 
just one more 
partner I look 
at in the battle 
to serve our 
veterans when 
they return – and 
their families.”

"It's vets 
helping vets," 

(l to r)  Carol Chapman, U.S. Army/U.S. Army Reserve; Karen 
Zander, 115 SVF WANG; Sandra Smith, USAF/1st Lt.; Carolyn 

Morgan, USAF/WI Air National Guard at the opening of the 
Veterans Welcome Resource Center.  
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RSVP Volunteers 
Receiving 2012 
Awards

Several RSVP volunteers will be 
recognized during RSVP’s 40th 
Anniversary Volunteer Appreciation 

Event on October 25. At least nine will 
receive the President’s Lifetime Achieve-
ment Award, which is given to those who 
have attained over 4,000 recorded hours of 
service since becoming an RSVP volunteer. 
There are the nine award recipients:

Marlene Lopez, Monona

Ruth Meister, Cross Plains

Charles A. Spelbring, Sun Prairie

Emelie Howells, Madison

Rob Rodini, Madison

Mardelle C. Wild, Belleville

Lula B. Jones, Madison

Judith French, DeForest

Lucille Pollei, Poynette.

As there are a number of RSVP vol-
unteers who are very close to reaching the 
4,000 hour plateau, we encourage all our 

volunteers to submit their hours through 
August 15 to help increase their chances of 
receiving the President’s Lifetime Achieve-
ment Award.

In addition, seven volunteers will 
receive RSVP’s Length of Service Award, 
which is given to any currently active 
RSVP volunteer who has been enrolled 
for twenty consecutive years. These vol-
unteers will receive the 2012 Length of 
Service Awards:

Provie Brenz, Madison

Ruby Hauge, Stoughton

Joyce Judd, Mt. Horeb

Robert H. Kinney, Madison

Donovan Krohn, Verona

Inez Toepfer, Stoughton

Delories Vosen, Waunakee.

Congratulations to all our 2012 award 
recipients!

New Grants and 
Additional Funding

RSVP has received a grant from 
the Madison Rotary Foundation 

for $5,200 for our Foster Grandparent 
Program (FGP) for food and for recogni-
tion of Foster Grandparents and books 
for children in FGP literacy efforts. In 
addition, RSVP FGP received a grant 
of $1,000 for volunteer training from 
Altrusa International, Inc. of Madison 
and $625 from the Nakoma League to 
fund books for children in FGP literacy 
efforts. RSVP was also awarded a $500 
Meriter Friends 4 Friends grant for group 
project supplies. Thank you to all our 
funders for this important support!

SPRING HAS SPRUNG  
AT THE  

RSVP OFFICE !

If you have been by the RSVP 
office on N. Segoe Road in 
the past few weeks, you have 
probably noticed that the garden 
in front of the building has been 
transformed into a beautiful spring 
oasis! Volunteer Mike Plautz and 
staff member Mary Dwyer have 
adopted the little area that was full 
of weeds and made it into a lovely, 
welcoming garden. It has been 
wonderful to watch folks walking 
by on the sidewalk stop to admire 
the garden. Thank you, Mike and 
Mary, for bringing spring to our 
office building and smiles to many, 
many faces. Your handiwork is 
greatly appreciated!
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Margie Zutter 
Interim Executive DirectorFrom the Desk of...
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On October 25, RSVP will celebrate its 40th Anniversary, 
at The Heights in Verona. Look for the invitation that will 
be mailed to you in September! 

Last year, due to our federal 20% funding reduction, we tried 
new ways to hold the line on expenses. We decided to save money on 
printing and postage by publishing registration information about 
our annual volunteer appreciation event only in our newsletter and 
on our website. Unfortunately, we discovered that some of our vol-
unteers, expecting a special invitation, missed these announcements. 
We don’t want this to happen again!

In addition to mailing a separate invitation, those of you who have 
given us your e-mail address, will also receive an e-mail reminder. 
RSVP has recently contracted with an e-mail service that enables 
us to send individual e-mails to a large group of people. If you use 
e-mail and give us your address, we can send you friendly reminders 
of RSVP events, volunteer opportunities, and information about 

Board Notes...

Jack Anderson 
President, RSVP Board

Dear RSVP Members and Friends,

Having nearly completed my two years as board president, I 
am writing my last newsletter column. Kelly Krein, our able vice 
president, will be stepping in as president starting with the annual 
meeting in June. I’m very hopeful about the future of RSVP and 
I know Kelly will bring a lot of energy to the job and will be an 

outstanding leader. It’s been 
an honor and a privilege to 
help lead this outstanding 
organization. I’ve enjoyed 
working with the staff and 
the other board members 
and very much appreciate 
their hard work and dedi-
cation to the cause. In this 
column I’d like to reflect 
on the last couple of years 
and take a little peek at the 
future.

There have been a few 
challenges during the last 

couple of years. We received news of a 20% cut in our federal fund-
ing last year, had some turnover in our programs and also some staff 
changes – including the retirement of long-time Executive Director 
Dave Tetzlaff. 

On the other hand, our new Veterans Helping Veterans driver 
escort program, supported by a Madison Community Foundation 
grant, has been an exciting new venture. We’ve also added some out-

standing new staff members. I’m especially grateful to Margie Zutter 
for her willingness to step in as our Interim Executive Director and 
to a number of board members who’ve contributed a great deal of 
their time and expertise to promote the success of RSVP.

What makes me feel most proud, however, is the work being done 
by our many volunteers in support of our continuing programs. The 
board has undertaken an ongoing, annual assessment review that 
conducts a formal assessment of our various programs on a three-
year rotating basis. Typically this involves surveys of our volunteers 
and the clients as well as the administrators of the various agencies 
they serve. It’s been really gratifying to view the overwhelmingly 
upbeat results of these surveys. We routinely receive testimony after 
testimony describing the positive effects on the volunteers’ lives as 
well as expressing appreciation for the many invaluable contributions 
our volunteers have made to the agencies and individuals they serve.

The primary shadow hovering over the organization concerns our 
funding for future years. The lion’s share of our funding comes from 
the federal and Dane County governments. The size of the portion 
of these entities’ 2013 budgets as regards funding for social services 
programs is uncertain and will have a major impact on our ability 
to support our current levels of activity. Please continue to share 
information about the strength and importance of our programs 
with your elected officials at every opportunity.

On the plus side, we start our new fiscal year with a strong and 
dedicated staff, a very engaged and hard-working board, a stable base 
of programs and an abundant group of enthusiastic volunteers and 
agencies. Our various programs are strong and well-received and for 
now our funding seems reasonably secure. 

our program. Your e-
mail address will not be 
shared with others. 

RSVP volunteer 
Donna Montgomery 
worked with Jack Guz-
man, RSVP’s Office 
Support Administra-
tor, to develop and test 
this new e-mail system, 
and our first e-mail an-
nouncement about RSVP’s Open House in April was sent to 900 
of our 2,000 volunteers. If you did not receive this notice or a later 
one about the Citizen Advocy workshops, please send an e-mail to 
Jack Guzman, at jguzman@rsvpdane.org to receive future announce-
ments. Please help us save money and “go green” by providing us 
with your e-mail address!
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Would you like a fun ride along the picturesque and historic 
shoreline of Lake Geneva or spending a relaxing Fall day 
touring aboard a Mississippi River steamboat? Is there a 

special place on your wall for a framed print by a nationally recognized 
Madison artist? How about snuggling under a beautifully handcrafted 
quilt created by an RSVP volunteer? You can… but only if you par-
ticipate in RSVP’s annual Sweepstakes!

The Sweepstakes is a major fundraising initiative of RSVP.  Pro-
ceeds raised from contributions to the Sweepstakes support all of 
RSVP’s programs. While a contribution is not necessary to enter, we 
do encourage you make one in support of RSVP.

Thank you, Margaret Jensen, for chairing the Sweepstakes Sub-
committee and securing many of the prizes. We also thank all of our 
prize contributors, who are helping to make our annual Sweepstakes 
a success. Here is a list of donors and prizes:

	Lake Geneva Cruise Line:

US Mailboat Tour

Black Point Estate Tour

	Dubuque River Rides:

Sightseeing Cruise

Historic Sightseeing Hot Lunch Cruise

Fall Foliage Cruise

	Framed Original Print by Helen Klebesadel

	Handcrafted Quilt by RSVP volunteer Shirley Coulter

	Stoneware from Wilson Creek Pottery in Spring Green, Artist 
Peggy Ahlgren

	Set of Original Greeting Cards by RSVP volunteer Joan 
Schneeberger

	Gift Certificates from these Dane County restaurants:

Benvenuto’s Italian Grill, Madison

Biaggi’s Ristorante Italiano, Madison

Great Dane Hilldale, Madison

Firefly Coffeehouse, Oregon

Fosdal Bakery, Stoughton

McFarland House Café, McFarland

The Old Feed Mill, Mazomanie

Smoky’s Club, Madison

Other fun prizes:

	$40 Gift Bag, from the Stone Fence, Hilldale

	$25 Gift Certificate, Orange Tree Imports

	50 Gift Card, Woodman’s Markets.

Our prize list is subject to change. To request a 2012 Sweepstakes 
brochure, call RSVP at 608.238.7787. Information is also available 
on our web site at www.rsvpdane.org/sweepstakes .

RSVP’s 2012 Sweepstakes is Underway!

Welcome New Volunteers
We enrolled 74 new volunteers from February 2012 through March 2012, serving in a wide variety of assignments throughout 

Dane County. Do you know someone who might like to volunteer? RSVP volunteers are our best recruiters as they spread the 
word about why they like volunteering and the need for more volunteers. For a sampling of current requests, see our Volunteer Op-
portunities sections. Please pass this newsletter on to a friend or neighbor and tell them what RSVP means to you!

Brandon P. Adams
Linda Aten
Thomas Aten
Kattie Ayers
Keith A. Ball
Nancy Baumgardner
Julius Bellin
Karen R. Benson
Mary Ann Berkholtz
Susan Boehm
Audrey Boushon
Camilla M. Brockman
Steve E. Brown
Fran Chancellor
Sarah J. Chancellor

Steven J. Clemens
Kristen L. Corcoran
Herbert E. Damsteegt
Cindy L. Day
Joanne F. Denu
Joe Disch
Barb Ditscheit
Diane Dobrin
Joseph M. Finn
Fred L. Foreman
Elaine Gerber
Jamie Goede
Patricia J. Haas
Patricia A. Hanlon
Charlotte Hefty

Diane Hippman
Kirby M. Howell
Paul Hulseberg
Holly J. Jankiewicz
James M. Klarich
Paul J. Koehler
Robert R. Korb
Crystal S. Lautenbach
Sally Leitner
Stacy K. Liverseed
Marlene J. Malec
Jane Morgan
Larry L. Newhouse
Gwen E. O'Brien
Judy K. Orsborne

Jeanne Pelletter
Bonnie (Bonita) Pierce
Mary L. Piper
Corey R. Randl
Betty L. Reay
William S. Reay
Margaret A. Rintala
Kim C. Robertson
Jane M. Rossbach
Jonathan P. Schwartz
Deanna Sebranek
Kathy Spahn
Anne Swiggum
Robert B. Thomasgard, Jr.
Sharon L. Toal

Hilma (Chris) Trollop
Wendell Trollop
Louise Valdovinos
Janice Vollmert
Diane Wangerin
Ralph J. Warner
Patricia Watson
Jill A. Wendlandt
Ron E. Wenzel
Robert L. Wharton
Michael G. Wills
Ramona L. Wipperfurth
Duane E. Woolever
Susan M. Zander
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           GROUP PROJECTS / HOMEWORKERS

Hospital dolls bring comfort and smiles to children. 

Sew What’s New?
Fun Special Projects — Volunteers Needed!

Imagine being a hospitalized child who is nervous about an 
upcoming procedure. Now imagine you have your very own little 
stuffed doll, dressed in a hospital gown similar to yours, and a 
face you can decorate to look just like you. The doll keeps you 
company, helps you to understand why you’re there, and then 
goes home with you. Thanks to RSVP’s talented volunteer group 
project members and homeworkers, these dolls are a reality for 
many of our community’s hospitalized children. 

Throughout the year, RSVP receives many special requests 
for items such as the dolls and gowns — and we can always use 
more creative helping hands to make them! This year, we’ve 
received these additional requests:

	Reading snakes (six feet long fleece snakes that 
children read to)

	Crocheted book marks (“bookworms”)

	Laundry bags 

	Adult bibs 

	Children’s tote bags 

	Elasticized cot sheets 

	Children’s gardening aprons

	Nursing pillows (“boppys”)

	Stuffed felt vegetables (do not eat!)

	Stuffed activity balls

	Felt board shapes

Whether you are a sewer, knitter or crocheter, there’s an 
upcoming special project waiting for you. And, we’re always 
looking to enroll new volunteers to join our regular groups or 
to become a homeworker. Please contact Mary Dwyer, Group 
Projects and Homeworkers Coordinator, to let her know you’re 
interested or to ask any questions. Mary can be reached at md-
wyer@rsvpdane.org or 608.663.1319 .

Jan Karst and Margie Zutter attended a “retirement” party 
in honor of RSVP volunteer Joanne Cardall at the Dane

  County Area Agency on Aging on April 18th. Joanne         
received an award “for 15 years of outstanding 

volunteer service and lasting contributions—donating 
over 1,900 hours to the Area Agency on Aging of Dane 
County.”

Although Joanne will no longer be coming to the 
Area Agency on Aging office to volunteer, she will still 
be helping them by doing some work at home. Joanne 
will tell you that it is very difficult to really “retire” from 
RSVP! And she should know! Joanne has been an RSVP 
volunteer since 1990 and served many, many hours tutor-
ing children at Huegel School, assisting at the Information 
Desks at the City County Building, the Department of 
Transportation, and with Wisconsin Veteran’s Museum, 
doing clerical work for the Madison Police Department, 
participating in the Crime Prevention, TRIAD, and 
Disaster Preparedness programs at RSVP as well as serving on 
the RSVP Board of Directors.
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(l to r) Margie Zutter, Joanne Cardall, and Jan Karst

When asked why she volunteers, Joanne once said, “Because 
I sit too well, and if I didn’t do something, I could sit myself 

to death!” We are very glad she chose to volunteer instead. She 
has made a difference in this community as well as in her life!
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RSVP Donor Honor Roll
We gratefully acknowledge donations received November 10, 2011 through February 14, 2012 from the following 
individuals and organizations since our last newsletter, and extend our thanks to each for their generous support.

Leadership Circle 
($1,000+)

Dental Health Associates of Madison

Patron ($500-999)

Kit-Yin Ling
Dan and Mary Petersen

We have received in‑kind support from the following since our last newsletter...
Bob and Susan Ainsworth 
Gabrielle Banick 

George and Pat Bunders 
Bob and Nancy Currell 
Linda Gorman 

Victoria Grundle 
Richard and Marilyn Lund 
Bea Neal 

Michelle Nightoak 
Luann Paepke 
Robert and Diane Rahn 

Lorene Webber 
Keith and Margie Zutter

Sponsor ($250-499)

Family of Alice Heath

Advocate ($100-249)

Anonymous - CFC Campaign 
John C. Betthauser 
Thomas and Ann Duter 
Don and Mary Harkness 

Cheryl Iverson 
McFarland State Bank 
Mary Odell 

Partner ($50-99)

Elizabeth Conklin 
Madison Monona Lioness 
Ann Peckham 
Wendy Zucker 

Donor ($1-49)

Lona Annen 
Anonymous 
Joseph M. Finn 
Anne Irish 
Janice M. Palmer 
Brian Utter 

Tom Moore, Earth Team Volunteer
by Barb Jansen, State Volunteer Coordinator – Wisconsin 
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Tom Moore is a volunteer in the Wisconsin State Office 
of the USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service 
(NRCS) through RSVP of Dane County, which matches 

volunteers, 55 and older, with places that can use their knowl-
edge, personal interests, experience, and energy.   Tom graduated 
from the UW-School of Business with a major in accounting, 
had a successful career as a partner in a local CPA firm, also 
earning a second degree in rural Sociology at the UW-College 
of Agriculture and Life Sciences. As an Earth Team volunteer 
working with the administrative staff, he has been able to put 
his degrees and his experience to work.

“I started with a one-time project that was supposed to 
last for one week, and I ended up staying for over three years!” 
exclaimed Tom.  “Tom is here, helping every week,” says his 
supervisor, Diane Georgetta, Financial Management Special-
ist.  “Tom‘s work on the Business Tools Team, organizing and 
reviewing program payments for completeness and accuracy, 
has helped us meet payment deadlines, keeping conservation 
payments flowing to the farmers,” explained Deb White, State 
Administrative Officer.

“One of the things that we really appreciate about Tom is that 
he is willing to do whatever is needed to help us meet our mission 
of Helping People Help the Land.  He helps to keep the office 
running smoothly.  He does everything from filing to analyzing 
financial data with the same care and enthusiasm.  I love that 

he not only volun-
teers to do all types 
of tasks, but that 
he cares enough to 
suggest work-flow 
and process im-
provements along 
the way!” says his 
supervisor Diane.

The staff enjoys 
working with Tom. 
It’s wonderful to 
have a retired ac-
countant working in our office!  He shares his expertise and 
knowledge. NRCS certainly appreciates the time and dedica-
tion of volunteers.  We would like to extend a special “thank 
you” to Tom!

The Earth Team is the volunteer program of NRCS that has 
assisted landowners for over 75 years in conserving natural resources 
on private lands.  This resource stewardship is a vital part of con-
servation.  Volunteers play an important role in our offices.  They 
expand our services by using their time, energy, and talent to meet 
our agency needs.  Volunteers take pride in their contributions and 
NRCS is grateful for their assistance to the agency.  Volunteerism 
— bringing good people together for a good cause.
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                A Smile is the Most Beautiful Sight in the World!
At Nakoma Dental, we partner with you so you can keep your best smile for 
a lifetime. Did you know recent research has shown that strong teeth and 
healthy gums promote optimal overall health? Keep your smile healthy and 
beautiful for a lifetime with the help of Nakoma Dental.

                  Donald W. Tipple, D.D.S

                A Smile is the Most Beautiful Sight in the World!
At Nakoma Dental, we partner with you so you can keep your best smile for 
a lifetime. Did you know recent research has shown that strong teeth and 
healthy gums promote optimal overall health? Mention this ad and get $50 
off toward a New Patient exam & x-rays.

                  Donald W. Tipple, D.D.S
Call Us:  (608) 271-0331    

4333 Nakoma Rd.

Betty Harris Custer and J. Corkey Custer are registered representatives of  Lincoln Financial Advisors 
Corp. Securities and investment advisory services offered through Lincoln Financial Advisors Corp., 
a broker/dealer (member SIPC) and a registered investment advisor. Insurance offered through 
Lincoln Affiliates and other fine companies. CRN201012-2048763

406 Science Drive, Suite 310 • Madison, WI 53711
(608) 238-8388 • (800) 346-8864

Cottage Grove, Wisconsin

Assisted Living Redefined!
At Aster we do more than living...
It is an experience of a Lifetime!

Call for a personal tour with Sheila at (608) 333-1503



ELEGANT LIVING FOR SENIORS
ALL AROUND DANE COUNTY

* Rosewood, Stoughton---  877-9388
* Greenwood, Oregon-----  835-6717
* Sugarwood, Belleville----  424-9980
* Sunwood, Sun Prairie---  825-1455
* Pleasant Valley, Lodi-----  592-4134

Call today to see the finest in affordable living.

Here for Life
(800) 553-4289 

agracehospicecare.org   

CNA and Skilled Caregivers Needed
We are seeking qualifi ed, experienced and compassionate caregivers to 
provide in-home care for seniors.  We have a wide variety of shifts available 
during the week, as well as weekends and evenings.

Please apply IF you are:
• Looking to make a difference in someone’s life
• Able to provide personal care, transportation, meal preparation, 

and household upkeep
• Dependable, available, compassionate, and ready to work

The rewarding position of caregiver allows seniors to stay in their own 
homes...maintaining their dignity, safety, and independence.  We specialize 
in fi nding and hiring top notch caregivers and connecting them with 
wonderful seniors who need our help.

Senior Helpers is a leading home care provider with a national reputation 
for quality and excellence.  Our clients live in Madison and rural townships 
around Dane and Sauk counties.

Call today (608) 729-5365 and ask for Human Resources.  Or apply online 
at www.seniorhelpersmadison.com under employment opportunities.

4706 East Washington Avenue
Madison,WI  53704

(608) 729-5365
Fax (608) 467-7219

www.seniorhelpersmadison.com

4726 East Towne Blvd, Suite 120
Madison, WI 53704

(608) 729-5365
FAX (608) 467-7219

www.seniorhelpersmadison.com

Please call Margie at 
608.663.7536 to advertise in 

RSVP News Notes, distributed 
quarterly to 6,000 RSVP 
volunteers and Friends.



Meridian Group, Inc. 
2249 Pinehurst Drive 
PO Box 620800 
Middleton, WI  53562 
608-836-1152 
www.meridiangroupinc.net 

All Saints 
Capitol Centre 
Dryden Terrace 
Fisher Taft 
Homestead 
Maple Terrace 
Monona Hills 
Segoe Terrace 
Southridge Village 

 

Committed to Providing Affordable 
Housing for Older Adults  

Throughout Dane County & Beyond 

Sterling House Sun Prairie
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Drivers Needed
Volunteer driver escorts are needed to provide 
transportation for seniors. Reimbursement of  
50 cents/mile and excess insurance coverage 
are available. Drivers are asked to make an 
average commitment of transporting one 
passenger per week. Bilingual volunteers are 
most critically needed.

Meal Delivery
The RSVP Driver Services Program also has an urgent need for home-delivered-
meal drivers in the following communities/areas: Belleville, DeForest, Fitchburg, 
McFarland, Middleton, Mt. Horeb, Oregon, Stoughton, Sun Prairie, Verona, Wauna kee, 
and Northwestern Dane County. Volunteers pick up and deliver meals to designated 
recipients. Again, reimbursement of 50 cents/mile and excess insurance coverage are 
available. For more information on both of these assignments call Gene at 608.441.7896 
or e-mail gkundert@rsvpdane.org . 

said Bob Curry, president and founder of Dryhootch in Mil-
waukee. As he puts it, when he returned from the Vietnam War, 
there was no help. "I'm in recovery now nine years. I have PTSD 
(post-traumatic stress disorder). So I can maybe talk to other 
vets who are at a stage I was at earlier in my life."

Brian Bieniek, a sergeant major with the Wisconsin National 
Guard 32nd Infantry Brigade Combat Team, said he can imagine 
using the center's resources, especially when he decides to retire 

from the military and transition to civilian life. He said he will 
volunteer at the center as a peer mentor. "It's a great place where 
you can go and have a combination of these services in one place 
and talk to other vets about your experience," he said. "It's a 
good chance to network with people."

RSVP of Dane County is in partnership with Dryhootch 
and will assist in recruiting volunteers and providing rides to 
the coffeehouse and medical services. Contact information: Jan 
Karst, jkarst@rsvpdane.org .

It's Vets from front page

Can you spare a few hours to drive a fellow veteran to a 
medical appointment? Some veterans don't have access 
to transportation and the need is growing as more young 
veterans return home.  RSVP now has a program to recruit 
volunteers to drive veterans to medical appointments, and 
you can help!

For more information call Gene Kundert at RSVP (608) 441‑7896 or email gkundert@rsvpdane.org
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1 0 t h A n n u a l C r i m e  
P r e v e n t i o n & S a f e t y  

C o n f e r e n c e  
 

 
 
 

D a n e  C o u n t y  &  S t a t e T r i a d  
 
 

Crime Prevention & Safety EXPO 
 

This one-day conference includes speakers, workshops, & resource tables, with the pur- 
pose of providing valuable information on topics related to crime prevention and safety. 
All ages are invited. Presentations for this year include 

 

   Older driver issues Scams and Frauds 
 

Emergency Preparedness Elder Abuse 
 

Fire and fall prevention                           Concealed carry laws 
 

 
Friday, October 5th 

8:00 AM—3:45 PM 
 
 
 
 
 

American Family Insurance 
Madison, Wisconsin 

  

  

Crime Prevention and Safety Conference 
 

Please send me registration information as it becomes available 
Name(s):       

Street Address:        

City/Town:    Zip  E-Mail:    
For more information: 

 

RSVP of Dane County, Inc., 517 N. Segoe Rd., Madison, WI  53705  608-441-7897 

This one-day conference includes speakers, workshops, and resource tables, with the purpose of 
providing valuable information on topics related to crime prevention and safety.  All ages are invited. 
Presentations for this year include:
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VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES

 Volunteers do not necessarily have the time; they just have the heart.

RSVP VOLUNTEER PROGRAMS
... where volunteers make a difference

                —  CALL JAN AT 608.441.7891

  —  Author: Elizabeth Andrew

"Thank you RSVP! We love to give away 
the wonderful items your volunteers make. 
I like to tell my clients that each tote is 
made with love and filled with prayers —
just for them. May God continue to bless 
your work the way your work has blessed 
us. Your volunteers are the best!" 

Colleen Woerner 
Waunakee Neighborhood Connection

HABITAT RESTORE is opening a brand new store on Odana 
Road on the West side. They need donations of new 
and used building and construction materials and lots 
of volunteers who would like to unload, sort, and stock 
shelves, take care of sales at the cashier register, or help 
with clerical needs.

WisPACT is a legal service that helps people with disabilities 
create trusts. They are in need of volunteers who can do 
data entry -- entering the beneficiary information from hard 
copies into their new data base. They are located on East.
Broadway in the Chase Bank building.

RSVP needs volunteer Driver Escorts to provide 
transportation to seniors throughout Dane County. Home 
Delivered Meal Drivers are also needed outside of Madison. 
Reimbursement of 50 cents/mile and excess insurance 
coverage are available.

HENRY VILAS ZOO needs volunteers who would enjoy 
running the Zoo Train and Conservation Carousel, providing 
entertaining and educational experience for Zoo visitors of 
all ages. They also need Face of the Zoo volunteers to greet 
guests, helping ensure that they get the most out of their 
Zoo visit. Training is provided for all positions.

MADISON CHILDREN’S MUSEUM is a wonderful place to 
play and to volunteer! You can be a greeter, a helper on the 
roof-top garden, assist with lots of hands-on exhibits and 
activities, or help in the office. And, you can play!

The ELDER FRIENDS PROGRAM through Peer Support of 
Dane County connects older adults (60+) with trained Elder 
Friend volunteers of peer age. The Program gives home-
bound or isolated seniors a chance to connect with a warm 
listener and provides volunteers with a meaningful way to 
give back to their communities. In most cases, long-lasting 
and mutually rewarding friendships develop. Volunteers are 
needed throughout Dane County but are especially needed 
in the Fitchburg/West Madison areas. 

AMERICAN RED CROSS has many volunteer positions 
including Community Preparedness Specialist, Coordinator 
of Volunteer Instructors, Database Assistant, Special Events 
Assistant, and Logistics Support.

ST. MARY’S HOSPITAL needs lots of help with Patient 
Escorting, Gift Shop workers, and Unit Assistants.

CENTER FOR FAMILIES is a family service center on the 
East side. It is in need of a friendly volunteer receptionist 
to welcome families, answer phones, and give directions to 
offices in the building.

With over 100 adult learners on the waiting lists, volunteer 
tutors are needed now more than ever for LITERACY 
NETWORK. Volunteers do not need any experience or 
foreign language skills – just patience, kindness, reliability, 
and two to three hours a week to help an adult learn to 
read, write or speak English.

Get outside at historic SCHUMACHER FARM PARK where 
you can whack weeds, trim around bushes with a lawn 
mower, weed the flower garden, and do some other light 
yard work. Volunteers are needed at a minimum of two to 
four hours a week throughout the warm months. All tools 
are provided, including gloves, though you may bring your 
own. 

LEAD YARD WORKER needed at Schumacher Farm Park to 
organize and supervise volunteers performing various tasks 
to be done on the grounds. Interest in historic plants and 
handscapes of the 1920s and 1930s is required. On-the-job 
learning is an option.
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news notes

MEMORIALS AND TRIBUTES
Memorial and tribute gifts to RSVP are a meaningful way to honor someone special and to extend the services provided 
by volunteers. Every dollar contributed allows us to enrich the lives of many children, families, and older persons.

CONTRIBUTIONS WERE MADE TO RSVP IN MEMORY OF

CONTRIBUTIONS WERE MADE TO RSVP AS A TRIBUTE TO

 Alice Heath by Family of Alice Heath
 Jim Hellenbrand by Kit-Yin Ling
 Bob and Ruby Madigan by Elizabeth Conklin

 Margaret Jensen by Wendy Zucker
 My Birthday and Support of Bratfest by Mary Odell

Vets Helping Vets Program
by Judy Suchman, RSVP volunteer

Driving has been an important part of LeRoy (“Mack) Huis-
mann’s life. He first learned to drive at the age of ten on 
a Model-T Ford. Growing up on a farm in northwestern 

Minnesota, Mack drove farm equipment and other vehicles from an 
early age. And in some capacity or another, he has been driving ever 
since! A volunteer driver for RSVP, Mack is enthusiastic about RSVP’s 
program, Vets Helping Vets. This program, started in 2011, is designed 
to provide veteran escorts to veterans in need of rides to medical ap-
pointments and other destinations. It is a perfect fit for Mack. Some 
vets are in a difficult place these days, he says, and he is ready and 
willing to assist the program in any way possible.

Mack is a proud 
veteran who joined the 
Army at the end of World 
War II. He was trained as 
a paratrooper, and then 
served in Korea for nine 
months, where, he says, 

he drove a truck all 
across the country. A 
year ago, Mack had 
the honor of partici-
pating in the Badger 
Honor Flight in 
Washington, D.C., 
accompanied by his 

son. The Honor Flight was part of a national network, designed to give 
World War II veterans the opportunity to visit our national memorials. 
Although Mack had been to Washington before, he was excited to have 
the opportunity to visit the war memorials and Arlington National 
Cemetery as part of a distinguished group of veterans. He was proud 
that his five children were supportive of this trip and strongly encour-
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Mack came to Wisconsin in 1955. He worked for many years in-
stalling and servicing sewer systems for municipalities around the state. 
“I’ve been to every town and village in Wisconsin,” he says. He has 
driven more than 50,000 miles throughout his career. At other times 
in his life, he has also been employed as a cab driver and a truck driver.

Today, Mack lives in an apartment next door to the DeForest 
Senior Center, which has been a wonderful resource for him, he says. 
In fact, he can’t say enough good things about the center, the people 
who work there, and the programs available to seniors. It was at the 
Senior Center that Mack got involved as a driver for RSVP. He has 
been a driver escort for approximately three years, mostly driving 
people from the center to clinics and hospitals in the area. He takes 
driving very seriously and believes being a good driver requires focus. 
“Driving is a full time job. I don’t believe in ‘multi-tasking’ when I 
drive,” he explained.

Excerpts from article in DeForest Times Tribune, November 2011.

RSVP Calendar
RSVP Annual Meeting

and Sweepstakes Drawing
DeForest Area Community and Senior Center

(June 27, 2012)

RSVP Board Meeting
(August 20 and October 15, 2012)

Triad Conference
(October 5, 2012)

40th Annual Volunteer Appreciation Event
(October 25, 2012)
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Congratulations
to the following RSVP Volunteers 

in the News this past quarter:

Dan Johnson
2012 United Way Community 

Volunteer Award Winner

Bob Coffin, Peg Davey, Jan Fulwiler, 
Patty Haeger, Reta Harring, Bob Hillner, 

Doris Koster, Carol Nimlos, Terry Ortman, 
Lynne Quamme, Jim and Kathy Sosnouski, 

Marge Thompson
2012 United Way Community 

Volunteer Award Nominees 

 Naomi Carter
2012 YWCA Women of Distinction Honoree

Holly Brassington
NewsLeaf, Friends of the Arboretum newsletter

Betty Dawson, Lula Jones, Judy Rubiel-Perez
Wisconsin State Journal

Certificate of Achievement
Mary Orvis received the Certificate of Achievement Award 

given each year by the Madison Metropolitan School District 
for her many years of volunteer work at Frank Allis Elementary 
School. She manages the teachers’ bookroom at Frank Allis El-
ementary School with positive energy and skill, not only processing 
new books but rearranging and shelving books as they are used — 
moving many books in order to keep them in alphabetical order. 
Because of Mary’s work, teachers are able to spend more time with 
their students. She also helps with special projects as needed. “I 
really enjoy helping the teachers at the school. They do so much 
for their students,” she tells us.
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Please use this form to make a contribution to RSVP in memory or honor of someone special

Enclosed is my gift of

  In honor of                     In memory of

      Personal tribute

  Check payable to RSVP of Dane County  Credit Card:       MasterCard         Visa         PayPal
      (Pay online with PayPal at www.rsvpdane.org/donateonline.html)

Card #     Exp. Date           /  Signature

Name        Phone

Address        City/State/Zip

E-mail Address

If you would like, we will send an acknowledgement of your tribute or memorial to the person(s) listed below.

Name

Address        City/State/Zip

Please return this form to: RSVP of Dane County; 517 N. Segoe Road, Suite 300; Madison, Wisconsin 53705.
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Tom Krauskopf, Immediate Past President
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Jane Morgan
Pat Reidy
Gina Smith
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Address Service Requested

Want to get in Administrative
Margie Zutter, Interim Executive Director 

663-7536, mzutter@rsvpdane.org

Jack Guzman, Office Support 
Administrator 
238-7933, jguzman@rsvpdane.org

Krishna Sijapati, Accountant 
441-7899, ksijapati@rsvpdane.org

Program Coordinators
Mary Dwyer, Group Projects/Homeworkers 

Program Coordinator 
663-1319, mdwyer@rsvpdane.org

Jan Karst, Community Connections 
Coordinator 
441-7891, jkarst@rsvpdane.org

touch with 
us?

Simply dial 238-RSVP (7787) 
or e-mail us at  

info@rsvpdane.org – or you 
can reach individual staff 

members directly at the phone 
numbers/e-mail addresses 
listed at right. In the event 

we’re not available at the time 
you call, our 24-hour voice 

mail will ensure you receive a 
prompt response.

Paula Reif, Intergenerational Program 
Coordinator 
661-4271, preif@rsvpdane.org

Mary Stamstad, Triad/Citizen Advocacy 
Coordinator 
441-7897, mstamstad@rsvpdane.org

Akeem Torres, Foster Grandparent Supervisor, 
441-7894, atorres@rsvpdane.org

Driver Services Program
Gene Kundert, Driver Services Manager 

441-7896, gkundert@rsvpdane.org

Susan Landers-Lynch, Coordinator/
Administrative Assistant

 441-7892, slanderslynch@rsvpdane.org

Tom Poppe, Madison/Monona/Vets Helping 
Vets Ride Coordinator 
441-7898, tpoppe@rsvpdane.org

Please Don’t Throw It Away — Recycle!

Since the last issue of News Notes, we have received many 
useful donations. Thank you for thinking of RSVP Group 

Projects when you have leftover sewing and knitting supplies. 
We also appreciate your spreading the word among your friends 
and neighbors so they know about our need. Over 200 RSVP 
volunteers working in groups and at home recycle these donated 

materials, creating beautiful handmade items for children and adults 
in need. Do you have acrylic yarn, baby yarn, thread, sewing supplies, 
durable fabric for tote bags, stuffing for pillows and teddy bears, bat-
ting for quilts, and large and small pieces of cotton fabric for quilts? 
Please call Mary Dwyer at 608.663.1319 or email her at mdwyer@
rsvpdane.org to donate supplies. Thank you!


