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Bob Faber: RSVP Super-Volunteer!
by Jim Jenkins

Not many people can say they’ve worked on the cabi-
net with Jimmy Carter, but RSVP super-volunteer  
Bob Faber, of Sun Prairie can.

More about that, later.

Bob was honored with the President’s Lifetime Achievement 
Award at the RSVP 40th Annual Recognition Event, held Oc-
tober 25 at The Heights, in Verona. Bob has volunteered over 
four thousand hours of his time to Habitat for Humanity, where 
he’s divided his time between "builds"and the East Side Habitat 
ReStore. His habitat work has taken him 
to Mexico, California, Louisiana, and, 
of course, Dane County.

Bob was born and raised on a farm 
south of Windsor, and spent most of 
his life in the Windsor/Sun Prairie area. 
Along the way, he attended a dance 
where he met his wife Hertha of Verona. 
They had two sons, Daniel and Donald 
and a daughter, Nancy, who have given 
them seven grand-kids. They all live in 
the area, so Bob and Hertha can spend 
their non-volunteer hours at their sports 
and cheerleading.

Bob left the farm to work for ABS 
and Dairy Equipment companies. He did all-around repair and 
maintenance, and learned to weld. When a local welding shop 
came up for sale, he bought it and never looked back. He taught 
his son Donald the trade, and in 2000 Donald took over the 
business, Bob retired, and began his volunteer career.

Bob’s work with Habitat for Humanity has brought him 
many rewards. In addition to the satisfaction of helping others, 
he’s made many wonderful associations and friendships along 
the way. On one "build," in the New Orleans area, he had the 
pleasure of supervising a team of 40 college students from Nova 
Scotia, who he says were “a great bunch of students, every one 
of them!”

On his most recent Habitat job, working at the East Side 

Habitat Restore, he’s worked with “ten or eleven” people, picking 
up donated building supplies, “and I’ve enjoyed them all,” he says. 
Obviously people are a big reason for Bob’s volunteer success.

The most important of those people, he says, is Hertha. She 
is his support system, and is behind him whether he is flying to 
Mexico to build houses, or working extra shifts at the ReStore.

Hertha is also his travel partner and shares his love for the 
new and vintage Corvettes he’s owned. In their spare time, Bob 

and Hertha have driven their sports 
cars around the US. Their favorite 
destination has been the Great Smoky 
Mountains, where they’ve driven the 
sports car owner’s Mecca, the Tail of 
the Dragon. The Tail is a mountain 
road that boasts 318 curves in eleven 
miles! 

Bob’s other hobbies include a 
weekly golf game with old friends, 
and, when it’s too cold to golf, Bob 
enjoys weekly euchre games with a 
group of six pals. He and Hertha 
also get together with other couples 
for frequent card games. He’s also a 
big fan of Badger sports.

Bob has crewed and supervised Habitat builds in several 
states and two countries. Several of the out-state builds were 
led by a pair of famous Americans: Jimmy and Rosalyn Carter. 

Bob admires the Carters for their hard work and dedication 
to the cause. “They aren’t there for pictures,” Bob told me, 
“they’re there to work...all day long.” He’s had breakfast with 
them (though the Secret Service doesn’t often allow workers to 
actually sit with them) and pounded nails next to them.

Thus, the “cabinet work” with Jimmy Carter!

RSVP of Dane County is proud to call Bob Faber one of our 
super volunteers, and honored to present him with the President’s 
Lifetime Achievement Award. Congratulations, Bob!
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In This Issue ... Beverly Wilke Receives  
2012 Presidential Service Award
by Marty Petillo, Olbrich Volunteer Services Manager

In January, the Corporation for National and Community 
Service awarded 10 Wisconsin volunteers Presidential 
Volunteer Service Awards, in recognition of their com-

mitment to strengthening the nation. RSVP Volunteer  
Beverly Wilke was one of two Olbrich Volunteers who re-
ceived the prestigious Call to Service Award; both have given 
more than 7,000 hours of service since the beginning of their 
volunteer careers at Olbrich Botanical Gardens.

Since 1990, Beverly Wilke has given Olbrich 7,150 
hours of service. Over the past 20 years, Bev has volunteered 
weekly in Olbrich’s Growing Gifts Shop and at the Botani-
cal Center Greeter Desk. She has shared her enthusiasm for 
the gardens with thousands of visitors. Her dedication and 
commitment to excellent customer service makes her one 
of our best volunteers.

Established in 2003, the President’s Volunteer Service 
Awards are available to individuals, groups, and families who 
have met or exceeded requirements for volunteer service and 
have demonstrated exemplary citizenship through volunteer-
ing. Bev Wilke received a certificate, letter from President 
Obama, and a pin. Congratulations, Bev!

Marty Petillo (r) presents the Presidential Volunteer Service Award 
 to Beverly
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Margie Zutter 
Executive DirectorFrom the Desk of...
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In my early days at RSVP, I coordinated our Group Proj-
ects/Homeworker program. We did not have a sewing 
machine at home until I learned how to sew in Home 

Ec in seventh grade. 

Then my mom purchased a sewing machine for Christmas 
that year, one that I still use! Later, I worked part-time in a 
fabric store, which added to my skills and appreciation for 
handmade items. One of the first RSVP volunteers I met 
was Clara Endres. She sewed bibs in her home for Central 
Wisconsin Center (CWC). I would deliver the supplies pro-
vided by CWC (terry cloth, sewing tape, thread), and pick 
up the finished bibs. Over the years, Clara made hundreds 
of perfectly sewn bibs for the children at CWC. 

One day I received a call from Clara to tell me that she 
was giving up her home and moving to a nursing home. She 
was also giving up her sewing machine and “retiring” from 
RSVP. A few months later, I received a call from Clara’s 
daughter who told me that Clara was having trouble adjusting 
and could not even find her way to the dining room. I asked 
what had happened to her sewing machine and was told that 
it had been given to a relative. “Could Clara have the sewing 
machine back?” I asked. “Was there a place in the nursing 
home where she could sew?” These details were worked out 
and soon I was again delivering supplies to Clara. After Clara 
started sewing again, she improved! As a young person, helping 

Clara meant a lot to 
me. I could see the 
value of continuing to 
make a contribution 
through meaningful 
volunteer work…
doing something for 
others…a reason to 
get up in the morning! 

In November, I was at a meeting and sat across from Peggy 
York, who works for SAIL (Supporting Active Independent 
Lives). RSVP is always looking for more volunteers and we 
were talking about this. She mentioned that her grandmother 
had sewn for RSVP many years ago, making bibs! She knew 
all about the sewing machine story and was going to tell her 
mother — Clara’s daughter whom I had spoken to many 
years ago — that we had met! I was very happy to have met 
Peggy and had the opportunity to talk about Clara and how 
her story inspired me in my work at RSVP. 

We at RSVP continue to be inspired by stories like these, 
and we are constantly reminded of the importance of our work. 
How well we know that older adults stay active and healthier 
through their volunteer service. RSVP matches older adults 
wanting to serve with meaningful service opportunities and 
provides on-going follow-up to ensure volunteer satisfaction. 
Everyone wins!

RSVP Recognizes Ursi Perkins for Community Service
by Donna Montgomery

R SVP of Dane County recognized Ursi Perkins of  
DeForest with a 2012 President’s Lifetime Achievement 

Award at their Volunteer Appreciation Event on October 25 
at The Heights in Verona. Ursi is one of 13 volunteers from 
across Dane County who received the award, which recognizes 
individuals who have contributed more than 4,000 hours of 
service.

Ursi has volunteered at the DeForest Senior Center for 10 
years. During that time, she has been involved in a variety 
of activities including packing meals for home delivery, the 
Community Action Coalition food distribution project, and 
assembling the Center newsletter. “I love volunteering at the 
Senior Center,” says Ursi, “We are all friends. It’s like a family.”

When she is at home, Ursi continues her volunteer activities 

by knitting and crocheting 
afghans, lap robes, baby 
blankets and scarves that 
are donated to people in 
the community. “I can’t 
just sit,” she explains, “I 
like to do something.”

Like many RSVP 
volunteers, Ursi feels that 
volunteering is an integral 
part of her life. “It’s a plea-
sure to help people,” she 
says, “It lifts my spirits.”
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Board Notes...

Kelly Krein 
President, RSVP Board

Dear RSVP Members and Friends,
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The month of April is National 
Volunteer Month, and this is a great 
opportunity to celebrate the work of 
over 2,000 volunteers actively engaged 
with the many programs and volunteer 
placements of RSVP of Dane County. It’s 
also incredible to think of the impact of 
volunteer service nationwide. 

RSVP is part of Senior Corps, a pro-
gram of the Corporation for National 
and Community Service, an indepen-
dent federal agency created to connect 
Americans of all ages and backgrounds 
with opportunities to give back to their 
communities and their nation. Conceived 
during John F. Kennedy's presidency, 
Senior Corps currently connects more 
than 500,000 volunteers to service op-
portunities. Their contributions of skills, 
knowledge, and experience make a real 
difference to individuals, nonprofits, and 
faith-based and other community orga-
nizations throughout the United States.

In addition to the work that RSVP 
volunteers complete out in the com-
munity, the everyday operations of the 
organization are supported by an actively 
engaged group of volunteers. The talents 
and expertise of individuals are put to 
great use on our RSVP Board Standing 
Committees, which have many responsi-
bilities including marketing, program as-

sessment, fundraising, and event planning. 

Joining an RSVP committee can be 
a great way to meet new people and to 
get more involved in the organization. 
I started my own volunteer service with 
RSVP through the Dane County Triad 
Committee and then branched out to 
two more committees before eventually 
joining the Board of Directors. I continue 
to learn so much from my participation 
in RSVP committee work and it makes 
me appreciate the dedication that goes 
into keeping RSVP up-and-running. A 
great example of this valuable committee 
work is our new RSVP brochure. Donna 
Montgomery (see page 12) worked tire-
lessly with the Marketing Committee to 
design a much-needed marketing tool that 
will help in volunteer recruitment and also 
in raising awareness of the role that RSVP 
volunteers play in Dane County.

We would love to have more volunteers 
join our committees. There are a variety of 
options to match your interests and talents. 
Below is a list of the standing board and 
program committees:

	Agency Assessment: conducts in-
depth reviews of two or three RSVP 
programs per year

	Development: plans and supports 
fundraising activities

	Financial Oversight and Planning: 
reviews financial policies, develops 
budgets

	Marketing: plans and supports ac-
tivities promoting RSVP throughout 
Dane County

	Nominating and Board Development: 
works to fill vacant board and com-
mittee positions

	Personnel: reviews and revises person-
nel policies, conducts an annual review 
of the Executive Director

	Recognition: plans and supports the 
annual volunteer recognition event

	Program Steering Committees (facili-
tate specific RSVP programs):

o Dane County Triad: plans the 
annual conference, with speakers, 
workshops, and resource tables that 
provide valuable information for 
older adults, including topics related 
to crime prevention and safety.

o D.A.N.E. Citizen Advocacy Work-
shop: plans workshops and seminars 
to empower older citizens to assume 
leadership and advocacy roles on 
committees, commissions, and ad-
visory boards in their communities 
or neighborhoods. 

o Foster Grandparent Advisory 
Board: supports the Foster Grand-
parent Program which places volun-
teers with children in Dane County 
schools, Head Start Programs, and 
community centers

If you’d like to help contribute to the 
success of RSVP of Dane County by join-
ing a committee, I would urge you to get in 
touch with our Executive Director, Margie 
Zutter, by calling her at 608.663.7536 or 
e-mailing her at mzutter@rsvpdane.org .

Congratulations
to the following RSVP Volunteers 

in the News this past quarter:

George Bunders; RSVP Volunteers
Wisconsin State Journal

Marlene Lopez (deceased)
President’s Lifetime Achievement Award

The Herald Independent

Mardelle C. Wild
President’s Lifetime Achievement Award

Belleville Recorder

Inez Toepfer
RSVP Length of Service Award

Courier Hub

Beverly Wilke
Wisconsin State Journal
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Martin Luther King, Jr.
by Paula Reif

RSVP and FGP Volunteers enjoying lunch at Panera Charlie Brooks visits with RSVP and FGP Volunteers

Free Mammograms Available
All women are at risk for breast cancer, not just those with a family history. One in eight women will be 
diagnosed with breast cancer in her lifetime. The good news is that breast cancer is treatable. Finding 
breast cancer early gives a woman a much greater chance of a full recovery. 
Need your yearly mammogram or Pap test? No health insurance, high deductible, or your insurance 
does not cover mammograms? Wisconsin Well Woman Program provides free breast and cervical cancer 
screening to age and income-eligible women. This program has been serving women in Wisconsin since 
1994. Women who enroll in the program have a choice of over 25 health clinics in Madison and Dane 
County.
This is an opportunity for ALL women to have access to an annual checkup. Enrollment is quick and is 
completed over the phone. For more information, call today! Contact the Wisconsin Well Woman Program 
608.242.6392 or 608.242.6235 (Spanish) at Public Health – Madison & Dane County.

www.wellwomandanecounty.org

MLK Day celebrates the life and achievements of Dr. 
Martin Luther King, Jr., influential and historically 
significant American civil rights leader. MLK Day 

offers Americans the opportunity to give some of their time on 
this day as volunteers in citizen action groups. The legacy of 
Dr. King through MLK Day celebrations and services creates 
an opportunity for awareness and the reminder for all people 
to accept and respect our differences.

“I AM! SOMEBODY! And I deserve Respect.”

This is the phrase that was repeated and echoed at Stoner 
Prairie Elementary School as students, teachers, RSVP and Foster 
Grandparent volunteers gathered for the Stoner Prairie Martin 
Luther King, Jr. Celebration. The event was held Friday, Janu-

ary 25, 2013. After meeting for lunch at Panera Bread, three 
RSVP volunteers, 15 of our Foster Grandparent volunteers, and 
two RSVP staff participated in an MLK Day commemoration 
at Stoner Prairie Elementary School in Verona. Our volunteers 
received certificates of recognition for their service to the school, 
and everyone, students and volunteers alike, enjoyed a lively 
presentation by the Charlie Brooks Band. Charlie Brooks,  a 
former member of the Temptations, provided a positive and 
interactive musical experience. Through the Corporation for 
National and Community Service, RSVP was also able to pro-
vide Stoner Prairie Elementary School students with MLK Day 
stickers, bookmarks, and posters for the school. It was special to 
be included in this celebration and to have our RSVP volunteers 
recognized for their service.
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 GROUP PROJECTS

Sew What’s New?

Please Don’t Throw It 
Away — Recycle!

The Gift of Giving  
“Always Comes Back Around”

M arie McGrath was born in 
1910, which makes her 102 
years old. That in itself is 

remarkable. Equally remarkable is that 
Marie became an RSVP volunteer at 99 
years of age. Here’s her story.

Marie was born in Detroit, MI to Ger-
man immigrant parents and grew up in 
Rochester, NY. She worked as a secretary 
in her daughters’ high school, and was 
married for 58 years to James McGrath, 
who passed away in 1992. Marie moved 
to Madison about seven years ago so that 
she could be closer to family. Her daugh-
ter, Linda Atkins, lives in the Madison 
area, and her other daughter, Sharon 
Van Duizend, lives in Falls Church, VA. 
Until recently, Marie resided at The Gar-
dens Independent Living Community in 
Madison. Marie’s knitting needles were 
constantly in motion as a member of the 
RSVP project group at The Gardens. She 
specialized in making wonderful scarves, 
with great speed and beautiful stitching. 
Her generosity of spirit was obvious, 
helping other group members when they 
“dropped a stitch” or couldn’t correct a 
mistake.

Ill health is preventing Marie from 
knitting these days. She is now a patient 
at Agrace HospiceCare in Fitchburg, 
where she is surrounded by an “extraor-
dinary sense of community,” according 
to her daughters. They have shared some 
thoughts with us about their mother. 
When asked why Marie started to volun-
teer at age 99, they told us she believes 
that keeping her mind and body in motion 
has helped her, even now, to maintain a 

A s always, thank you for thinking 
about RSVP Group Projects 
when you have fabric and yarn 

to donate. We appreciate your spread-
ing the word among your friends and 
neighbors! Over 200 RSVP volunteers 
working in groups and at home recycle 
these donated materials, turning them 
into wonderful handmade items for 
children and adults in need.

Here are the items we are currently 
accepting:

	Acrylic yarn

	Baby yarn

	Cotton or cotton-blend fabrics for 
quilts (the larger the better!)

	New, unused cotton or cotton-
blend sheets for quilt backing. 
PLEASE NOTE: We are unable 
to accept polyester or wool fabrics

	Quilt batting

	Sewing thread (no wooden spools, 
please! )

	Stuffing for pillows and teddy bears

	Heavier weight fabric for tote bags

Please call Mary Dwyer at 
608.663.1319 or email her at mdwyer@
rsvpdane.org to donate supplies. Dona-
tions can be dropped off at the RSVP 
office at 517 N. Segoe Road, Suite 300, 
Madison. Occasionally we are able to 
make pickups. Though some senior/com-
munity centers are willing to accept dona-
tions for RSVP, many of them have limited 
storage. We ask that you contact your local 

article by Mary Dwyer, photo by Sharon Van Duizend

positive attitude toward life. Her German 
parents instilled a strong work ethic in 
Marie, which exists to this day. “She has 
always been a person who has a kind word 
for everyone, and gives so much of herself 
says Sharon.

Marie’s daughters hope that her story 
of giving will encourage more people to 
serve others in their community. They 
emphasize that in serving others, “it always 
comes back around.”

RSVP recently presented Marie with a 
special award thanking her for her 1,200 
hours of volunteer service. Thank you 
again, Marie, for the innumerable scarves 
you have knitted, providing the gift of 
warmth and comfort to those in need in 
your community.

We have learned that Marie McGrath 
has since passed away peacefully at Agrace 
HospiceCare.

continued on page 13



7   

                                                                               VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES

    Here’s to all volunteers, those dedicated people who believe in all work and no pay.

RSVP VOLUNTEER PROGRAMS
... where volunteers make a difference

  —  Author: Robert Orben

BRAT FEST
Brat Fest is right around the corner, May 24th – 27th, 
and RSVP will once again be a recipient charity. We will 
receive a donation based on the number of your vol-
unteer hours when you register under the RSVP name. 
We encourage you to consider volunteering for a shift 
or two and to invite your friends and family to join you 
for a fun way to support RSVP programs! If you would 
like to volunteer, please go to the official Brat Fest 
website at www.volunteer.bratfest.com and follow the 
instructions for registering online. Remember to list 
RSVP as your charity of choice! You will be able to pick 
available jobs and shifts.

ARE YOU A VETERAN?
RSVP is recruiting veterans age 55 and older to vol-
unteer. If you served with the Army, Air Force, Navy, 
Coast Guard, Marines, Reserves, or National Guard, we 
have many volunteer opportunities for you at RSVP, in-
cluding Vets Helping Vets. The RSVP Vets Helping Vets 
program for Dane County is starting to receive quite a 
few requests for rides for younger veterans. If you have 
some time available to spare, this would be an excel-
lent opportunity to help veterans who need transpor-
tation assistance throughout Dane County. If you can 
help, or have any questions about how the program 
works, please call Tom Poppe, the Vets Helping Vets 
Coordinator, at 608.238.7901. If you are already an 
RSVP volunteer, please help us spread the message 
about volunteering with RSVP by telling your friends 

and helping Tom to make connections with any veter-
ans or service organizations you belong to. We know 
that RSVP volunteers are our best recruiters, and the 
stories you share about your volunteer service will in-
spire others to volunteer!

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR SUMMER PLAY FESTIVAL
RSVP is recruiting volunteers for the Playwrights Ink 
21st Anniversary “Coming of Age” Play Festival, set for 
July 12 – 27, 2013, at the Bartell Theatre in Madison. 
Three weekends of twelve performances, including 
matinees, are planned. Playwrights Ink is a group of 
professional and non-professional writers who meet 
monthly to discuss new plays and other works they are 
developing. Seven short plays, including one by RSVP 
staff member, Jack Guzman, will be featured.
The festival will have several volunteer opportunities 
available, including the following:

1 usher per show (12 shows) 
1 ticket taker per show (12 shows) 
1 house manager per show (12 shows) - this posi-

tion will require a bit of training 
4 people for flyer distribution
1 person to run the sound board 
1 person to run the light board 

Ushers may see the show the night they are volunteer-
ing. Ticket takers and house managers receive a free 
ticket to shows other than the night they are volun-
teering.

If you are interested in any of these volunteer opportunities, please contact Jan Karst at 608.441.7891 or through 
e-mail at jkarst@rsvpdane.org . Questions may be directed to Jack Guzman at 608.238.7933 or at jguzman@
rsvpdane.org .
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Welcome New Volunteers
We enrolled 81 new volunteers from October through December 2012, serving in a wide variety of assignments throughout Dane 

County. Do you know someone who might like to volunteer? RSVP volunteers are our best recruiters as they spread the word 
about why they like volunteering and the need for more volunteers. For a sampling of current requests, see our Volunteer Opportunities 
sections. Please pass this newsletter on to a friend or neighbor and tell them what RSVP means to you!

Chuck A. Abplanalp
M. Lynne Benson
Judy A. Breunig
Patricia Broadbent
Lon A. Church
Donna Colby
Robert E. Conlin
Vonnie G. Conlin
Benita Cooper
Ann Crabb
Carolyn J. Cross
Mary E. Culp
Linda Damsteegt
James Daubert
Carolyn Dell
Sharon Derke
Heidi DeWoskin
Lesley DiSalvo
Thomas DiSalvo
Mary Duerst

Susan R. Dvorsky
Rita Y. Dzierzynski
Debra Kathleen Earnest Wasendorf
Lorena Evarts
Jeanette (Jan) Falck
Taylor E. Forman
Dale A. Freiman
Catherine Gimse-Owen
Paul G. Ginter
Joanne M. Gootee
Ralph Guerin
Richard Hahn
Terry Henning
Dianne Hess
Brenda S. Hetzel
Bea Keller
Kenneth Kokesh
Jeff Kravat
Deb Lackey
Frances E. Lacy

Sarah J. Larson
Edith Lawrence-Hilliard
Richard Leverentz
Camron Lewis
Isaac (Ike) Lewis
Brenda Lockwood
Leigh Jan Luedtke
King Mahoney
Sharon Mahoney
Michael T. Majerus
Tessa J. McGuire
Frances I. Michels-Beuthin
Joyce A. Mihlbauer
Aleta Murray
Wanda Nelson
Alison Orton
Rick L. Packard
Debra Paske
Deara Peterson
Angie Polinsky

Mary E. Power
Lynn Preizler
Sylvia L. Rausch
Karlyn N. Rear
Rosa M. Roper
Arthur Sheldon
Clarissa Shockley
Charles Shoham
Michael Shucha
Linda Somerville
Robert E. Squires
Delmar E. Tesch
Bill Thiede
Betsy Tuttle
Judith Urso
Kathleen VanDenWymelenberg
Roberta Wahl
Mary B. Wealti
Mary Ellen Wiegand
Estrella C. Zamudio
Bonnie Ziegler



Expires 6/30/13
with Coupon

                  Donald W. Tipple, D.D.S

                   A Smile is the Most Beautiful Sight in the World!

                     Mention this ad and get $50 off
toward a New Patient exam & x-rays. 

— FREE CAB RIDE FOR RSVP MEMBERS — 
Call Us:  (608) 271-0331    

4333 Nakoma Rd.

CNA and Skilled Caregivers Needed
We are seeking qualifi ed, experienced and compassionate caregivers to 
provide in-home care for seniors.  We have a wide variety of shifts available 
during the week, as well as weekends and evenings.

Please apply IF you are:
• Looking to make a difference in someone’s life
• Able to provide personal care, transportation, meal preparation, 

and household upkeep
• Dependable, available, compassionate, and ready to work

The rewarding position of caregiver allows seniors to stay in their own 
homes...maintaining their dignity, safety, and independence.  We specialize 
in fi nding and hiring top notch caregivers and connecting them with 
wonderful seniors who need our help.

Senior Helpers is a leading home care provider with a national reputation 
for quality and excellence.  Our clients live in Madison and rural townships 
around Dane and Sauk counties.

Call today (608) 729-5365 and ask for Human Resources.  Or apply online 
at www.seniorhelpersmadison.com under employment opportunities.

4706 East Washington Avenue
Madison,WI  53704

(608) 729-5365
Fax (608) 467-7219

www.seniorhelpersmadison.com

4726 East Towne Blvd, Suite 120
Madison, WI 53704

(608) 729-5365
FAX (608) 467-7219

www.seniorhelpersmadison.com

.



ELEGANT LIVING FOR SENIORS
ALL AROUND DANE COUNTY

* Rosewood, Stoughton---  877-9388
* Greenwood, Oregon-----  835-6717
* Sugarwood, Belleville----  424-9980
* Sunwood, Sun Prairie---  825-1455
* Pleasant Valley, Lodi-----  592-4134

Call today to see the finest in affordable living.

Here for Life
(800) 553-4289 

agracehospicecare.org   

Please call Mary Dwyer at 608.663.1319 to advertise in RSVP News Notes, 
distributed quarterly to 6,000 RSVP volunteers and Friends.



Sterling House Sun Prairie

Please tell our advertisers you saw 
their ad in News Notes and thank 

them for supporting RSVP

Meridian Group, Inc. 
2249 Pinehurst Drive 
PO Box 620800 
Middleton, WI  53562 
608-836-1152 
www.meridiangroupinc.net 

All Saints 
Capitol Centre 
Dryden Terrace 
Fisher Taft 
Homestead 
Maple Terrace 
Monona Hills 
Pioneer Place 
Segoe Terrace 
Southridge Village 

 

Committed to Providing Affordable 
Housing for Older Adults  

Throughout Dane County & Beyond 
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Did you know that your “daytime running lamps” do NOT provide 
illumination of your tail lights?
by Steve Sheets

A daytime running lamp, or daytime running light (DRL) 
is an automotive lighting device on the front of a road-going 
motor vehicle, installed in pairs, automatically switched on when 
the vehicle is moving forward, emitting white, yellow, or amber 
light to increase the conspicuity of the vehicle during daylight 
conditions. The Wisconsin statues 347.26 define these types of 
lights as “adverse weather lamps.”

Drivers Needed
Volunteer driver escorts are needed to provide 
transportation for seniors. Reimbursement of  
52 cents/mile and excess insurance coverage 
are available. Drivers are asked to make an 
average commitment of transporting one 
passenger per week. Bilingual volunteers are 
most critically needed.

Meal Delivery
The RSVP Driver Services Program also has an urgent need for home-delivered-
meal drivers in the following communities/areas: Belleville, DeForest, Fitchburg, 
McFarland, Middleton, Mt. Horeb, Oregon, Stoughton, Sun Prairie, Verona, Wauna kee, 
and Northwestern Dane County. Volunteers pick up and deliver meals to designated 
recipients. Again, reimbursement of 52 cents/mile and excess insurance coverage are 
available. For more information on both of these assignments call Gene at 608.441.7896 
or e-mail gkundert@rsvpdane.org . 

Driver Services Volunteers Receive a Reimbursement Increase 
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New Ride Coordinator – Madison/Monona

We welcome our new Ride Coordinator, Robin 
Heilprin, who comes to RSVP with an extensive 
background in volunteering and volunteer coordi-

nating, which she claims started at birth. Her mother formed 
an organization with friends whose children were asthmatic, 
calling it Asthmatic Children’s Aid. That organization served 
hundreds of families with sick children.

Volunteering for RSVP since 1998, Robin has taken assign-
ments such as creating checks for driver escort reimbursements, 
gift-wrapping at Hilldale at Christmastime, working on the 
Development Committee, entering volunteer hours, updating 
volunteer contact information, working at United Way, friendly 
visiting with her dog Grio at Oakwood, compiling and editing 
the Agrace HospiceCare cookbook, as well as assisting with the 
book-launching event by marketing recipes and helping with 
book sales. She has also worked at other non-profit agencies, 
including Independent Living, Dane County Humane Society, 
Soar Case Management Services, and United Cerebral Palsy.

Robin graduated from UW-Madison with a degree in history 
and a minor in business. She also completed a two-year degree at 
Madison College in Information Technology as a programmer/

analyst. Former employers include MG&E, American Breeders 
Service, Central Life Insurance Company, Virchow Krause — 
and now RSVP. When not working at RSVP, she enjoys walk-
ing her dog Darby, playing with Callie, the calico cat, reading, 
gardening, cooking, and baking gourmet desserts, a holdover 
from her work as a pastry chef. RSVP is lucky to have someone 
so talented join our staff.

To illuminate your vehicle’s taillights you need to have at least 
the low beam headlights “ON.” If your vehicle has an automatic 
“OFF” switch for the headlights, why not leave your headlight 
switch in the “ON position all the time? This will keep your 
vehicle more visible from the front and the rear at all times!

Effective January 1, 2013, the reimbursement rate is in-
creasing to .52 cents per mile for all RSVP Driver Services  
Volunteers, which include Driver Escorts, Home Delivered 

Meal Drivers and Vets Helping Vets Drivers. We appreciate all 
of our drivers and know that fluctuating gas prices can make it 
difficult for everyone.
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RSVP Donor Honor Roll
We gratefully acknowledge donations received November 2, 2012 through February 14, 2013 from the following 
individuals and organizations since our last newsletter, and extend our thanks to each for their generous support.

Leadership Circle  
($1,000+)

Jack and Donna J. Anderson
Frederick W. Blancke
Michael J. and Barbara Foley
Kevin Gould
Margaret Jensen
Donald and Audrey Kasper
David and Julie Worzala

Patron ($500-999)

George A. Fait
James and Sue Jenkins
Kit-Yin Ling
Jack and Patricia Mitchell
Dave and Helen Tetzlaff
Keith and Margie Zutter

Sponsor ($250-499)

Thomas and Ann Duter
Kim and John Jensen
Robert Keller
Reinhold and Rita Meihsner
Kim and Mark M. Pilgrim
Ron and Cathy Rotter
Barbara and Morris  
   Schoenberg
Doris Schroeder
John and Carmen Skilton
Dick Sweet and Judy Zvara
Char Tortorice

Advocate ($100-249)

Leroy and Virginia Adler
Judith Amacker
Kathryn S. Arndt
Bill Arthur
John Bell
Joyce Berdal
John C. Betthauser
Holly Brassington
Steve and Ellen Broeckert
Charles and Joanne Bunge
William and Joan Burns
Arnold and Donna Chandler
Bob and Nancy Currell
Althea Davidson
Ross and Penny DePaola
Richard T. Dewitt
Arnold and Diane Evensen
Stanley and Mary Hinze
John and Karen Icke
Lee and Mary Ihlenfeldt
Ingleside Manor
Rosemary Johnson
Carolyn and Donal Knorr
Monna S. Kolbe
Kelly Krein
Roland and Irma Krogstad
John and Virginia Kruse
Paul and Atsuko Kusuda
Lucile McFee
John and Donna Montgomery
Dale A. Nordeen
Mary Odell

Judy Olson
Sharon Owen
Joann Peck
Patrick Reidy
Myra Reilly
Patricia J. Richardson
Sharon Rook
Jean Rush
Berneice Schneider
Mary V. Schroeder
Ron and Ann Semmann
Steve and Marcia Sheets
Dick and Pamela Silvers
Robert and Jeanne Skilton
Thomas and Mary Sobota
Charles and Kay Spelbring
Richard and Marcia Taugher
Jane and Tom Taves
Marcia L. Thornton
Vennevoll Inc.
VFW Post 7591  
   Ladies Auxiliary
Robert and Shirley Wegenke
Diane Wiedenbeck

Partner ($50-99)

Brian Alme
Richard and Elizabeth Askey
Mary Bakken
Judy Ballweg
Julius Bellin
Lawrence and Janice Bensky
Fred and Susan Bonacker

Virginia T. Boyd
Jenny Dahm
Mrs. F. Jefferson Davis
Michael P. Diederich
John Duggleby
M. Jean Esch –Theobald
R. Guy and Janet Ferris
Ilene Hagman
Melvin and Doris Hanson
Joyce Hardwick
Robert and Mary Jane Hartjes
Robin Heilprin
Lois A. Hindhede
Balkrishna and Vanmala Kale
Carol and Richard Karls
Roger and Nancy Kinson
Ronald and Barbara Klein
Don and Lynn Klink
Linda Knight
Virginia Kratz
Patricia Krueger
Jay and Gina Lengfeld
Pete and Elaine Lohr
Madison Monona Lioness
Mike Maslowski
Mcglynn Pharmacy
Jack Meyer
Ann Moran
Takeshi Morino
Douglas and Shirley W. Mullen
Peter and Artie Orlik
Mary Parks
Byron and Dorothy Peterson

Save the Dates — Triad
Dane County /State Triad Crime Prevention and Safety 

Conference & Expo

The conference will be held September 20, 2013 at the 
American Family Insurance Facility in Madison. There will be 
workshops on topics of interest to seniors, law enforcement, 
human service professionals, and the general public on crime 
prevention and safety issues such as Hoarding, Elder Abuse, 
Gangs, Scams and Frauds, Problems in Senior Housing, Suicide 
Prevention, Gun Safety, and many more. For more information 
contact us at mstamstad@rsvpdane.org or call 608.441.7897 .

DANE-Citizen Advocacy Workshops

The workshops will be held May 29th, June 5th, and June 
12th, from 9:00-12:00 at Our Redeemer Lutheran Church in 
Madison. The workshops will include a panel on how county, 
city, village and town governments work and what they see as 
their role in improving the quality of life of the older residents 
of Dane County. Speakers will tell how funding is decided for 
programs on aging and how elders can advocate for services 
they feel are important. The Aging Disability Resource Center 
(ADRC)will be explained as a new way of delivering human 
services in Dane County. For more information contact us at 
mstamstad@rsvpdane.org or call 608.441.7897 .
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Bob and Rita Reif
Donald Ritland
Maurice and Kathryn Rogers
Beverly Runstrom
Darrel and Nancy Schrader
Rose and Jim C. Sime
Marcia R. Sivesind
Ruth and Dave Strand
David Sulman
Bob and Jeanne Topel
Lois E. Tyler
V.F.W Auxiliary 1318
Len Van Ess
Homer and Elaine Vick
Henry Wertheimer

Donor ($1-49)

Marjorie Aiello
Mary Beth Arnold
Neva Austin
Adolph & Elsie Bach
Richard and Alice Bahr
Nancy K. Baillies
Lucille J. Ballweg
Lorraine Barniskis
J. Eloise Barrett
Mary Bartlett
Sue and Ellis Bauman
Sandra Beaupre
Stephen and Ellen Blitz
Lorraine Breininger
George and Harriet Bruyn

We have received in-kind support from the following since our last newsletter...

Betsy Blum
Arthur and Kathryn Budzak
Edward and Mary Corcoran
Barb Culver
Culver's

Anne DeWitt
Fiskars
Maureen and Max Weber Griffin
Patricia Jameson
Lori and Dick Kalnicky
Janet Lesch

Madison Area Sewing Guild
Madison Knitting Guild
Julie Melton
Rayovac Corporation
Pat Schwochert
Spectrum Brands

Joe and Rita Staubli
Ruth and Dave Strand
Uniek, Inc.
UW Communications
Mary Jo Wettstein

Nancy Bubier
Gladys Bultman
Susanne M. Busse
Patrick and Ruth Butler
Bridget and John Christenson
Ruth Dahlke
Peg Davey
Donald Dencker
Catherine Duerst-Schroeder
Ken and Janet Dunbrook
Thomas and Shirley Eckstein
Howard Egstad
Gay Eliason
Viola Ellis
Michael Ely
Susan M. Fadness
Elaine A. Fischer
June Franklin
Joanne Fredrick
Eldora Gangstad
Glen Gauper
Maxine Goldbach
Tom and Jeri Grogg
Donald Grubb
Karen and Shaun Haas
Mary Hamilton
Alice Hampton
Diane Hampton
Rodger and Juanita Harbort
Madeleine Hollman
Dianne Hopkins
Carmon Howe

Olga Howe
Myron and Yvonne Jackson
Henry and Judith Jacky
Dale and Evelyn I. Johnson
Loraine J. Johnson
Dolores H. Kahl
Amy and Art Keleny
Helen Lois Kibbe
Helen Klibaner
Urban and Pat Klosterman
Jim Kohl
Thomas and Margie Krauskopf
Bonnie Landgraf
Kathryn D. Lapacek
John and Geraldine Laufenberg
Saul Levin
Audry B. Lindemann
Gerald and Dorothy Maly
Marvel Mapes
Doris A. Marten
Willis and Helen Martinson
Leonard Marty
Sheri Mauerman
Ebby Melahn
Sharifa S. Merchant
Hy E. Miller
Judy Tegtman and Mitchell Johnson
Don Mix
Joyce Moeller
Madeline Moen
Melody Moore
Stephanie Moritz

Dories Sue Neis
Patti Offer
Kathryn Papierniak
Helene Pertzborn
Georgia Post
LaVona F. Quinn
Alice M. Richards
Mary J. Rounds
Jeanette and James Ryan
Tom Schmelling
Charlene Schmid
Tommye Schneider
Sandra L. Schrader
Alvin B. Schubert
Patricia A. Schulz
David Seligman
Orville B. Severson
June Slaght
Diane H. Smidt
Earl and Nancy Smith
Lanny Smith
Harvey and Judith Sokolow
JoAnne Statz
Donna Stevenson
Elliott and Marion Sweet
Hazel Thompson
Helen M. Warriner
Rebecca L. Weaver
Howard and Martha Wegenke
George and Jeanette Williams
Joyce Williams

“The Games Are Back in Town!”

The Wisconsin Senior Games is celebrating their 30th 
anniversary, thirty years of offering events for active, 
fun-seeking seniors 50 and older.

“Something for everyone,” and the list goes on: bowling, 
bocce ball, cards (cribbage, euchre, sheepshead), golf, dartball, 
horseshoes, 8-ball pool, swimming, pickleball, track and field, 
table tennis, tennis, Wii bowling. Team events include volleyball, 
co-ed volleyball, 3 X 3 basketball, slowpitch softball.

Now gear up! Be a player! The games take place June 1-11, 
2013 for men and women. Registration books will become 

available in late March at these locations: senior centers, health 
clubs, MSCR, libraries, bowling alleys. Or visit our website www.
wiseniorgames.org or contact John Schultz at 608.231.2309 for 
information.
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Can you spare a few hours to drive a fellow veteran to a 
medical appointment? Some veterans don't have access 
to transportation and the need is growing as more young 
veterans return home.  RSVP now has a program to recruit 
volunteers to drive veterans to medical appointments, and 
you can help!

For more information call Tom Poppe at RSVP (608) 238-7901 or email tpoppe@rsvpdane.org

   Mileage Reimbursement—current rate is 52 cents/mile

   Extra insurance coverage

   Flexible commitment—you tell us when you're available to drive—once a week, once a month, etc.

   The satisfaction of knowing that you are making a difference

New Brochure Tells the RSVP Story
by Donna Montgomery, RSVP Board Member

Most RSVP volunteers are happy to talk about what vol-
unteering means to them. They say, “I’ve met interesting 

people,” “It keeps me busy and feeling worthwhile,” and “It 
makes me happy to give to others.” These folks truly feel that 
they get as much from volunteering as they give, and this is the 
story we wanted to tell in a new brochure designed to recruit 
additional RSVP volunteers. The new marketing piece points 
out the benefits of volunteering using quotes from our great 
volunteers. It also highlights RSVP’s unique personal placement 
service that helps volunteers find the opportunity that is the best 
fit for their interests and lifestyles. The new brochure will be used 
in community displays and staff presentations.

Please help us share the RSVP story. We know that our best 
advocates are our current volunteers. If you have a friend who 
might be interested in volunteering, or if you belong to an 
organization that might display our new brochure, please call 
our office at 608.238.7787 or email us at info@rsvpdane.org .

Vet helper Jeff assists veteran Jim Jaqua.
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Another Successful Gift-Wrapping Fundraiser
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Volunteering 
is Good For 
The Heart 

… so we celebrated 
with our gift wrap-
ping volunteers on 
Valentine’s Day this 
year. And, the results 
were heartwarming! 
During the holiday 
season 106 RSVP 
volunteers spent 717 
hours over 36 days 
wrapping gifts at 
Hilldale Mall. The 
2012 gift-wrapping 
fundraiser, despite 
a major blizzard on 
December 20-21, 
netted over $8,000 for RSVP 
through tips and a $2,600 con-
tribution from Hilldale Mall. 

At our celebration we 
talked about our new and 
improved gift-wrapping booth 
with more signage and infor-
mation about RSVP, helping us 
to spread the word and recruit 
more volunteers! We also talked 
about the customers: “Custom-
ers were so appreciative!” “We 
love desperate men…(and 
women who don’t like to wrap 
themselves!)” We talked about 
the gifts. What was the hardest gift to wrap? For Barb Domke, 
it was a big toy bird with outstretched wings and no box! 

We talked 
about the tips: 
One mother 
brought her small 
daughter with a 
gift to be wrapped 
and gave a tip. Her 
younger son also 
had something 
to wrap but the 
mother told him 
he would have to 
wrap it at home 
since she was out 
of money. We 
said, “Don’t wor-
ry about it” and 
quickly wrapped 

his gift. The son was pleased and 
ended up donating coins he had 
been saving! And we talked about 
changes for 2013: more signage, 
maybe aprons, and definitely a 
gift- wrapping Rap! Thank you 
to all wrappers and to Hilldale 
Mall for this wonderful oppor-
tunity to raise needed funding to 
support RSVP volunteers! 

Thank you also to Mia Brod-
ersen, owner of the Stone Fence 
at Hilldale, for her contribution 
of money received from the sale 
of ornaments from their entry 
in the Christmas Tree Walk. 

RSVP will receive an additional contribution from the Hilldale 
Shopping Center for the Stone Fence’s tree being named First 
Prize Winner.

center before you drop off donated materials. Thank you!

Where Does it All Go?

Have you ever wondered where all the handmade items 
crafted by our volunteers end up? Rest assured, everything that 
is made goes to people in the community who are in need. 
Whether it be a cozy quilt to snuggle under, a warm scarf for 
a cold winter’s day, or a baby sweater to comfort a toddler, all 

the items help to improve the lives of others, in no small way.

In 2012, over 8,200 items were distributed to over 70 recipi-
ent agencies in Dane County. Organizations such as Agrace 
HospiceCare, Dane County Parent Council/Head Start, UW 
Hospital, Meriter, St. Mary’s Hospital, and Community Action 
Coalition/Koats for Kids were grateful recipients of wonderful 
comfort items made by our Group Projects and Homeworker 
volunteers. Volunteers, we salute you!

Recycle! from page 6
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MEMORIALS AND TRIBUTES
Memorial and tribute gifts to RSVP are a meaningful way to honor someone special and to extend the services provided 
by volunteers. Every dollar contributed allows us to enrich the lives of many children, families, and older persons.

CONTRIBUTIONS WERE MADE TO RSVP IN MEMORY OF

CONTRIBUTIONS WERE MADE TO RSVP AS A TRIBUTE TO

 Parents by Roland and Irma Krogstad
 Elizabeth "Betty" Amacker by Judith Amacker
 Bernadette Diericks by Kim and Mark M. Pilgrim
 Tony Farina by Thomas and Shirley Eckstein,  

   June Franklin
 Bob Fox by George A. Fait
 Milford Frome by Thomas and Margie Krauskopf
 Duane and Mary Hampton by Diane Hampton
 Douglas W. Haven by Holly Brassington
 Hoyt Heath by Dick and Pamela Silvers
 Bob Heideman by Char Tortorice
 Harold Polzer and Helen Polzer by Roger and  

   Nancy Kinson
 Don Krohn by Mary Bartlett, Helen M. Warriner

 Frank G. Lapacek by Kathryn D. Lapacek
 Audrey Marty by Leonard Marty
 David Mergen by Robin Heilprin
 Percy Moen by Madeline Moen
 Joe and Anna Montalto by Stanley and Mary Hinze
 Jeff Offer by Patti Offer
 All those who served past present in military by  

   Earl and Nancy Smith
 Len Rush by Jean Rush
 Irene J. Schmidt (my mother) by Sharon Rook
 Tom Stamstad by Ruth and Dave Strand
 Doris M. Stellmacher by Patricia J. Richardson
 Paula T. Van Ess by Len Van Ess
 Beatrice Zutter by Robert and Jeanne Skilton

 Driver Services Program by Mary V. Schroeder
 RSVP Volunteers by Vennevollinc
 The Volunteers by Patricia A. Schulz
 RSVP's 40th Anniversary by Keith and  

   Margie Zutter
 Jim Davies by Dolores H. Kahl
 Mar Jensen by Bridget and John Christenson
 Jan Karst by Sheri Mauerman

 Herb and Helen Malzacher by Robin Heilprin
 Tom Poppe by Frederick W. Blancke
 Kay and Charles Spelbring by John Bell
 Steven Spelbring by Charles and Kay Spelbring
 Mary Stamstad by Joyce Hardwick,  

   Diane Wiedenbeck
 James B. Thornton by Marcia L. Thornton
 Margie Zutter by Dick Sweet, Judy Zvara
 Neal’s 80th Birthday by Sue Bakken

"Dear RSVP staff, We are sending a contribution in memory of our Mom, Doris M. Stellmacher. You were able 
to provide such a wonderful service for her, when she really needed it. She truly appreciated your kind staff and 
we are making this contribution so that you can continue to provide this valuable service to others. Thank you 
so much for all that you do." Sincerely, The family of Doris M. Stellmacher
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Please use this form to make a contribution to RSVP in memory or honor of someone special

Enclosed is my gift of

  In honor of                     In memory of

      Personal tribute

  Check payable to RSVP of Dane County  Credit Card:       MasterCard         Visa         PayPal
      (Pay online with PayPal at www.rsvpdane.org/donateonline.html)

Card #     Exp. Date           /  Signature

Name        Phone

Address        City/State/Zip

E-mail Address

If you would like, we will send an acknowledgement of your tribute or memorial to the person(s) listed below.

Name

Address        City/State/Zip

Please return this form to: RSVP of Dane County; 517 N. Segoe Road, Suite 300; Madison, Wisconsin 53705.



Memorials and Tributes

Want to get in Administrative
Margie Zutter, Executive Director 

663-7536, mzutter@rsvpdane.org

Jack Guzman, Office Support 
Administrator 
238-7933, jguzman@rsvpdane.org

Krishna Sijapati, Accountant 
441-7899, ksijapati@rsvpdane.org

Robin Heilprin, Madison/Monona Ride 
Coordinator 
441-7898, rheilprin@rsvpdane.org

Program Coordinators
Mary Dwyer, Group Projects/Homeworkers 

Program Coordinator 
663-1319, mdwyer@rsvpdane.org

touch with 
us?

Simply dial 238-RSVP (7787) 
or e-mail us at  

info@rsvpdane.org – or you 
can reach individual staff 

members directly at the phone 
numbers/e-mail addresses 

listed at right.  In the event 
we’re not available at the time 
you call, our 24-hour voice 

mail will ensure you receive a 
prompt response.

Jan Karst, Community Connections Coordinator 
441-7891, jkarst@rsvpdane.org

Paula Reif, Intergenerational Program 
Coordinator 
661-4271, preif@rsvpdane.org

Mary Stamstad, Triad/Citizen Advocacy 
Coordinator 
441-7897, mstamstad@rsvpdane.org

Akeem Torres, Foster Grandparent Supervisor, 
441-7894, atorres@rsvpdane.org

Driver Services Program
Gene Kundert, Driver Services Manager 

441-7896, gkundert@rsvpdane.org

Susan Landers-Lynch, Coordinator/
Administrative Assistant

 441-7892, slanderslynch@rsvpdane.org

Tom Poppe, Vets Helping Vets Coordinator 
238-7901, tpoppe@rsvpdane.org
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Address Service Requested

Files, Files Everywhere!

Mary Odell (left) and Holly Brassington hoist yet 
another box in the big file cleanup project!
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Question: How many people does it take to sort through years of paper 
files? Answer: two determined RSVP volunteers with a penchant for 

organization and getting things done. Holly Brassington and Mary Odell 
took the proverbial bull by the horns last October and dove into countless 
numbers of RSVP file boxes that needed to be either stored or discarded. Holly 
and Mary organized the boxes by date, and identified the ones that could be 
disposed of. The challenge was to ensure that these files be destroyed in a se-
cure and confidential manner. Mary did the research and made arrangements 
with “Shred-It,” an information destruction service that shreds documents 
on site. Mary and Holly’s volunteer efforts went above and beyond the physi-
cal and mental effort this job required. They funded the project out of their 
own pockets. RSVP is very grateful for such a generous contribution. We are 
equally appreciative that both of them will be returning for the next round of 
sorting and shredding!

Holly formerly worked for RSVP as our accountant, and Mary is a retired 
teacher, having taught 7th-grade social studies in Monroe, WI. Both have 
been volunteers since 2002, serving in numerous capacities, including work 
on committees. Holly currently volunteers as a Group Projects liaison and at 
Habitat for Humanity ReStore. Mary works in the Group Projects storeroom, 
packing up handmade comfort items for distribution throughout the com-
munity. Both also help with numerous projects around the RSVP office. The 
generous nature of these women is evidenced by their unflagging volunteer 
spirit and willingness to lend a helping hand. Thank you, Holly and Mary!


