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Meet the Foleys
by Jim Jenkins 

R SVP’s newest Leadership Circle members are on their sec-
ond time around as volunteers. Waunakee residents Mike 
and Barbara Foley were home delivered meal drivers in 

the late ‘80s and, while family and career moves took them away 
from driving for a few years, the experience always remained in 
the backs of their minds. When Mike sold his business in 2010, 
he and Barbara wanted to make a contribution to the community, 
and recalled the fulfillment they felt as volunteer drivers.

Mike grew up in Janesville, and Barbara in Suring, WI. They 
met as undergraduates at UW-Eau Claire, where Mike studied 
social work and Barbara majored in psychology. After graduating, 
they moved up the road to Menomonie, where Mike got his MS 
in vocational rehabilitation. In 1976, Mike’s early career took him 
to Elkhorn, where he worked with the developmentally disabled, 
through Vocational Industries. Meanwhile, Barb obtained her 
RN degree and began her nursing career, working in hospital and 
clinical practices in Janesville and Madison.

In 1981, Mike saw a need, and filled it: Insurance companies 
and courts frequently need expert medical exams and second opin-
ions, so Mike went into business with a group of Madison physi-
cians to form a company called Chiron who, in Greek mythology, 
is a centaur with extraordinary powers of healing. The company 
was the first of its kind in Wisconsin, providing independent medi-
cal exams in workers’ compensation and other insurance cases. 
Chiron became so successful that in 1996 a national company 
bought the business. Mike stayed on for five years as a regional 
and national manager, then left to form his own company, Verity 

Medical, which grew to 
be the biggest such firm 
in Wisconsin. When an-
other national buyer came 
along, in 2010, Mike de-
cided it was time to retire.

Central to Mike and 
Barbara’s lives are their 
three children, Tara, Pat-
rick and Colin, and their 
three grandchildren, Olin 
(3), and twins Ellis and 

Miles (1). To be nearer their grandkids and to soak up some sun-
shine, Mike and Barbara spend three months a year in Austin, TX.

After retirement and remembering that satisfaction of deliver-
ing meals back in the ‘80s, they returned to RSVP as drivers in 
both that program and in the Driver Escort program in Wau-
nakee. Not only has Mike volunteered to join the RSVP Board 
of Directors, but both he and Barbara are generous members of 
the Leadership Circle.

Mike and Barbara are also active in Asbury Methodist Church 
and help out at the Austin, TX food pantry, as well as finding 
time for off-roading in their Jeep and for weekend drives in Mike’s 
Corvette. Mike is a sports car racing fan and attends several races 
each year at Road America, in Elkhart Lake. He also enjoys road 
biking and fishing, in addition to Badger football and basketball.

Mike and Barbara’s motivation for volunteering is simple: the 
good feeling they get from giving back to the community. Bring-
ing meals to people and driving them to medical appointments 
helps seniors live independently. Mike recalls delivering meals to 
a gentleman who told him, “If it wasn’t for RSVP I wouldn’t be 
able to live in my home!”

Barbara and Mike Foley with their rescue pug "Polly"
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RSVP’s Leadership 
Circle honors individuals 

contributing $1,000 or 
more to RSVP in a given 
year and those who have 
contributed a combined 
total of  $10,000 or more. 

Please help us expand  
our circle of   

Leadership Friends:  
40 for RSVP’s 40th!
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Thank You to RSVP Donors

A Pawsitive Reading Experience for Waunakee Area Children 

R SVP of Dane County in partner-
ship with the Waunakee Public 
Library offers the Paws To Read 

Program, a unique opportunity for children 
to practice their reading skills with a non-
judgmental listener: a four-year-old Bi-
chon/Shih Tzu mix named Disney. 
Disney is a Delta Society Pet Partner 
Therapy Dog, a Reading Education 
Assistance Dog, and a member of 
Dogs On Call, Inc. who recently 
earned his AKC Therapy Dog Title.

The website, www.therapyani-
mals.org/R.E.A.D.html , describes 
the program: “The Reading Educa-
tion Assistance Dogs (R.E.A.D.) 
program improves children's read-
ing and communication skills by 
employing a powerful method: 

reading to a dog. But not just any dog. 
R.E.A.D. dogs are registered therapy 
animals who volunteer with their owner/
handlers as a team, going to schools, li-
braries and many other settings as reading 
companions for children.”

RSVP volunteer Staci Daugird says 
that Disney began his career as a hospi-
tal therapy dog for Meriter Hospital in 
Madison, WI over two years ago, where he 
continues to enjoy his role. It didn’t take 
long before Staci started to explore ways to 
support her daughter who struggled with 
reading due to dyslexia. Knowing about 

the R.E.A.D program, she investigated 
further in hopes of incorporating Disney 
into the tutoring interventions. As she puts 
it, “One of the ways we put a positive spin 
on reading for our daughter was to have her 
read to Disney. We told her about Reading 

Education Assistance Dogs, and that 
she could help teach him the skills 
he would need to become the best 
R.E.A.D. dog he could be. In the 
process, her reading skills as well as 
her overall attitude toward reading 
dramatically improved. By April of 
2010, we were pleased to able to add 
Reading Education Assistance Dog 
to Disney's growing list of accom-
plishments. It has been a positive for 
them both, and allowed me to see 
what a big impact R.E.A.D. dogs 

can have with struggling readers.”

Staci and Disney have been active at 
the Waunakee Library since 2010, and 
will be bringing the R.E.A.D. experience 
into Waunakee's Prairie Elementary School 
again this year during Read Across America 
Week. As Staci explains, “So many of our 

The Development Committee would 
like to extend a heartfelt thank you to 

everyone who made contributions to our 
2011 Annual Fund Campaign.

If you received your Annual Fund so-
licitation in the mail and have not had a 
chance to send in a donation, please don’t 
hesitate to do so. It is never too late to 
support RSVP. Your contribution to RSVP 
of Dane County supports 1900 RSVP 
volunteers who contribute over 200,000 
hours of service throughout Dane County.

Here is a list of the services we provide:

	We tutor children and serve as read-
ing or computer buddies in over 200 
classrooms.

	We help 80 nonprofit and public 
agencies reach more people in need 
of their services.

	We make over 11,000 handmade 
items for sick and needy children 
and their families.

	We provide rides for over 6600 older 
adults seeking medical care.

	We deliver over 70,000 nourishing 
meals to home-bound older adults.

	We educate over 400 seniors in ways 
to avoid scams, frauds and hazards.

	New for 2011: We recruit 150 vet-
erans to provide rides for returning 
veterans.

We are looking forward to 2012 and 
continuing to serve communities across 
Dane County as we have done since 1972. 
2012 marks the 40th year for RSVP of Dane 
County. Watch the newsletter for upcom-
ing articles and events that will celebrate 
this milestone in our history.

continued on page 10
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Welcome New Volunteers

We enrolled 49 new volunteers from November 2011 through January 2012, serving in a wide variety of assignments through-
out Dane County. Do you know someone who might like to volunteer? RSVP volunteers are our best recruiters as they 

spread the word about why they like volunteering and the need for more volunteers. For a sampling of current requests, see our 
Volunteer Opportunities sections. Please pass this newsletter on to a friend or neighbor and tell them what RSVP means to you!

Margie Zutter 
Interim Executive DirectorFrom the Desk of...

Betty J. Bader
Irene Bartolerio
Jeanne Batchelor
William G. Beduhn
Marjorie Beers
Linda S. Carey
Marilyn Cleveland
Jennifer M. Cramer
Lynn M. Davis
John N. Dickson

Hildegard Dorrer
Jeffrey J. Dostalek
Courtney L. Downs
Patricia Eaton
Sally J. Gaard
Sandra C. Gossens
Thomas J. Hansen
Doris Hanson
Charlene Hellenbrand
David J. Henner

Joseph F. Heuser
Amber Hofmaster
Jeanette Hruby
Shelby A. Hubbard
Lori Kalnicky
Kate L. Kelley
Karen Klukowski
Darlene Kneifl
Shirley Kruse

Terry Kuehn
LaDelta McCartney
Caroline Meier
William C. Murphy
Linda Murwin
Andrew Olson
Albert Quinlan
Dianne Rines
Randy Roberts
Phyllis Sanders

Elaine Schwoerer
Kathryn (Kay) Simmons
Louis Solomon
Kathleen Thornton
Deanna M. Topper
Joyce Van Stelle
Angela M. Velasquez
Matthew D. Viney
Judith A. Vivion
Delores (Lori) Ziemann

2012: A Celebration of  
40 Years of Service

May is Older American Month 
and this year’s national theme 
is “Never Too Old To Play.” 

For those who can afford to retire (or 
reduce their work schedule) and are 
fortunate enough to have good health, 
“retirement” does offer more flexibility 
to make choices in how we spend our 
time. For RSVP volunteers I would add 
that they have chosen to “Serve” and our 
programs demonstrate that you are “Never 
Too Old To Serve.”

The Corporation for National and 
Community Service (CNCS) and the Na-
tional Conference on Citizenship produce 
the Civic Health Assessment, which is an 
annual report detailing the many ways 
people get involved in communities across 
the country and work to make a difference. 
In the September 2011 report, they note 
that overall civic engagement increases 
with age and a higher percentage of older 
adults (age 65 and older) vote, donate, and 
participate in service or civic organizations 
than any other demographic group.

For 40 years, RSVP of Dane County 
has been recruiting and placing volunteers, 
matching them with assignments that serve 
people of all ages and benefit the commu-
nity. The majority of our volunteers are age 
60-79, though 9% are over age 85. Two 
of our Group Project/Homeworkers are 
over 100 years old and volunteered over 
1,500 hours last year making handmade 
items for children. Volunteering is a way 
to make a difference, to stay connected, 
and to be healthier! Research results as 
reported by CNCS have “established a 
strong relationship between volunteering 
and health: those who volunteer have lower 
mortality rates, greater functional ability, 
and lower rates of depression later in life 
than those who do not volunteer.”

RSVP volunteers stay healthier through 
volunteering and also contribute to the 
health and well-being of those they serve. 
Since 1972, RSVP of Dane County has 
been in the forefront of addressing com-
munity needs through projects such as 
Intergenerational Programming, Disaster 
Preparedness, Crime and Safety Preven-
tion, Citizen Advocacy Workshops, 
Driver Escort and Home Delivered Meals, 
and (new in 2011) Services to Veterans. 
Our volunteers work with people of all 

ages—infants, children, youth, families, 
adults, and seniors. They help non-profit 
and public agencies maintain and extend 
their services. They help older adults 
remain independent and in their own 
homes as long as possible. In 2011, RSVP 
volunteer drivers helped 962 older adults 
get to medical and other appointments 
and delivered 71,760 meals at a cost that 
is less than providing nursing-home care 
for five older adults!

RSVP volunteers have worked hard 
all of their lives, yet continue to give back 
to the community! They do not look at 
their past successes and feel that they have 
done enough. Our volunteers continue 
to respond to the call for service! You are 
Never Too Old To Serve! You are Never 
Too Old To Make A Difference! 
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New Grants and Additional Funding: 
Gift-Wrapping Fundraiser a Huge Success!

Volunteers (l to r) Marcie Ortman, Joe Imilkowski, Terry Ortman pictured with Jan Karst (RSVP’s Community Connections 
Coordinator) who has been coordinating our Holiday Gift Wrap fundraiser for 10 years!  

Thank you, Jan and all of our volunteers!

“It’s always a lot of fun.”

“I like getting out and meeting new people.”

“I usually come home with some interesting stories.”

These are just some of the reasons that 121 RSVP volunteers 
spent 782 hours over 23 days wrapping gifts at Hilldale Mall this 
holiday season. Many of the volunteers — some ten-year veterans 
and others first-timers — gathered at a thank-you luncheon at 
the RSVP offices on January 26 to share stories and brainstorm 
ways to make the event even more successful next year.

The 2011 gift-wrapping fundraiser netted $8,879 for RSVP 
through tips and a $2,300 contribution from Hilldale Mall. This 
annual fundraiser is an important contributor to RSVP’s budget 
and especially needed this year to help offset recent funding 

losses. Thank you, Hilldale Mall for making this possible!

It is also an excellent way to raise RSVP’s profile in the 
community. Our gift-wrapping volunteers serve as ambassadors 
for RSVP. When a shopper sees our banner and asks, “What is 
RSVP?” volunteers have the opportunity to explain the con-
tributions our members make to Dane County communities. 
We appreciate Hilldale Mall’s efforts to increase our visibility 
through the new booth and signage. This year we recruited six 
new volunteers because of this event!

If you would like to participate in the event next year, please 
contact Jan Karst at 608.441.7891 or jkarst@rsvpdane.org . She 
will make sure that you are part of the gift-wrapping group for 
2012.

29th Annual Wisconsin Senior 
Games: June 2nd – 9th

Wisconsin Senior games offers competitive, non-compet-
itive, and social events in the Madison area. The 2012 

games will take place from June 2-9 and are for men and women 
50 years and over. Competitive events are divided by age brackets 
and men’s and women’s categories. Participants can choose to 
enter any number of events.

Team events include Volleyball, Basketball, and Softball, and 
require team registration.

Other events include the following: Bowling, Wii Bowling, 

Horseshoes, Tennis, Basketball Skills, Bocce Ball, Golf, Track 
and Field, 8-Ball Pool, Table Tennis, Swimming, Trap and Skeet 
Shooting, Dartball, Pickleball, and the card games of Cribbage, 
Bridge, Sheepshead, and Euchre.

Registration booklets will be available at MSCR, senior cen-
ters, health clubs, libraries, and sports medicine clinics in Madison 
and the surrounding areas. There is no residency requirement, 
and out-of-state participants are welcomed. On-line registration 
is available at the Wisconsin Senior Games website. Do not 
complete the form in the registration book if you register on line.

For further details, contact John Schultz at 608.231.2309, 
or visit the web site at www.wiseniorgames.org .
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Board Notes...
Dear RSVP Members and Friends,

There’s been a lot of staff turnover since the last newsletter. In 
the wake of a retirement and an office reorganization, we’ve added 
three new part-time program coordinators effective at the end 
of 2011. Details appear elsewhere in this newsletter but I’d like 

to take this opportunity 
to welcome Mary Dwyer, 
Tom Poppe, and Paula 
Reif to the organization.

You may not be aware 
that, in addition to our 
hard-working staff, a 
number of committees 
are also involved in mak-
ing the wheels at RSVP 
spin smoothly. Typically 
these are manned by sev-
eral Board of Directors 
and staff members but 
we also rely heavily on 

other volunteers. There’s plenty of room for new members, 
and I’d like to invite you to consider joining one. Committees 
meet every month or two, at a time convenient to the members. 
Meetings typically last for an hour or hour and a half. It’s an in-
teresting and rewarding way to meet some new people and to get 
more involved in the organization. Below is a list of the standing 
Board and program committees. We also occasionally form ad 
hoc committees to deal with a particular issue or opportunity:

	Executive (consists only of board officers and is concerned 
with issues that arise between scheduled board meetings) Jack Anderson 

President, RSVP Board

	Agency Assessment (conducts in-depth reviews of two or 
three programs per year) 

	Corporate Relations (works to promote RSVP in corporate 
community)

	Development (plans and supports fundraising activities)

	Financial Oversight and Planning (reviews financial policies 
and status and develops budgets)

	Marketing (plans and supports activities promoting RSVP 
throughout Dane County)

	Nominating and Board Development (works to fill vacant 
Board and committee positions)

	Personnel (conducts annual review of Executive Director)

	Recognition (plans and supports the annual volunteer rec-
ognition event)

	Program steering committees (facilitate specific RSVP pro-
grams) :

  – Dane County Triad

 – D.A.N.E. Citizen Advocacy Workshop

 – Foster Grandparent Advisory Board

We also frequently need to fill vacancies on our seventeen-
member Board of Directors. The Board meets every other 
month on the morning of the third Monday. Members sign up 
for staggered three-year terms, and we typically rotate in a few 
new members at our June annual meetings.

If any of the above strikes a responsive chord, I would urge 
you to get in touch with our Interim Executive Director, Margie 
Zutter, by calling her at 608.663.7536 or emailing her at mzut-
ter@rsvpdane.org .

BRAT FEST BRAT FEST BRAT BRAT FEST! FEST BRAT FEST BRAT

It's spring and time to look ahead to BRAT FEST! RSVP has 
been a participating charity organization since the Metcalf ’s 
started the Brat Fest years ago as a small neighborhood 

“thank you” event in the grocery store parking lot.

The event got such a big response, Metcalf ’s had to find a 
larger area to accommodate the hundreds of folks coming to 
buy and eat brats and hot dogs and support local charities who 
receive the profit of sales. Brat Fest was moved to the Alliant 
Energy Center grounds several years ago where it now takes 
place every Memorial Day weekend.

It has grown from just a neighborhood cookout to a huge 
event including bands and entertainment and a carnival. This 
year, it will also include roasted corn along with the brats, veg-
etarian brats, hot dogs, ice cream and soda and beer.

It takes literally hundreds of volunteers to make this hap-
pen. Volunteer assignments include grilling, golf cart shuttles, 
wrapping, selling, running, opening bags, volunteer sign in, 
clean up, and much more.

You can support RSVP programs by volunteering to work 
a shift or two any time from Friday, May 25 – Monday, May 
28. RSVP gets paid $8 for each volunteer hour worked. You 
can sign up yourself by logging in to the website at www.vol-
unteer.bratfest.com and following the instructions, or you can 
sign up by calling Nicole, the Brat Fest Volunteer Coordinator 
at 608.236.2042 or Jan, the RSVP Volunteer Coordinator at 
608.441.7891.

Thanks for your help!
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RSVP Donor Honor Roll
We gratefully acknowledge donations received November 10, 2011 through February 14, 2012 from the following 
individuals and organizations since our last newsletter, and extend our thanks to each for their generous support.

Leadership Circle 
($1,000+)

John J. Anderson
Michael J. Foley
Rolf R. and Kathleen Hempel
Hilldale Land Company LLC
Margaret Jensen
Donald and Audrey Kasper
Thomas and 

Margie Krauskopf
Dave and Dawn Stucki
David Worzala

Patron ($500-999)

George A. Fait
Carroll Heideman
Jim and Janet A. Ladowski
Reinhold and Rita Meihsner
Jack and Patricia Mitchell

Sponsor ($250-499)

Kim and John Jensen
Kim and Mark M. Pilgrim
Doris Schroeder
Paul and Ellen Simenstad
John and Carmen Skilton
Keith and Margie Zutter

Advocate ($100-249)

Leroy and Virginia Adler
Judith Amacker
Kathryn S. Arndt
Bill Arthur
Judy Ballweg
David and Kathleen Batker
Joyce Berdal
Fred and Susan Bonacker

George H. Brader
James J. and Mary M. Brill
Steve and Ellen Broeckert
Charles and Joanne Bunge
Joan Burns
Joanne Cardall
Arnold and Donna Chandler
Bob and Nancy Currell
Peg Davey
Richard T. Dewitt
Mr. and Mrs. Leroy Dockter
Arnold and Diane Evensen
Gary and Sally Gaard
Robert and Mary Jane Hartjes
Jay Hill
Lois A. Hindhede
John and Karen Icke
Lee and Mary Ihlenfeldt
James and Sue Jenkins
Carol Korf
Paul and Atsuko Kusuda
Pete and Elaine Lohr
Mick and Linda Maier
Tom McCormick
Lucile McFee
Michael R. Menard
Judy Olson
Sharon Owen
Gordon Peterson
Thomas M. Phillips
Kenneth J. Pippert
Daniel Redmond
Myra Reilly
Ron and Cathy Rotter
Roger D. Perkins and 

Sandra Stephens
Berneice Schneider
Barbara and  

Morris Schoenberg

Dr. and Mrs. William E. Segar
Ron Semmann
Thomas and Mary Sobota
Charles and Kay Spelbring
Mary Stamstad
Richard and Marcia Taugher
Jane and Tom Taves
Bob and Jeanne Topel
Char Tortorice
Delores T. Voight
Robert and Shirley Wegenke
Diane Wiedenbeck

Partner ($50-99)

Brian Alme
Richard and Elizabeth Askey
Lawrence and Janice Bensky
Sally Bond
Virginia T. Boyd
Ann Boyer
Holly Brassington
Gladys Bultman
Naomi Carter
Lou Ceil Dahlen
Ruth Dahlke
Jenny Dahm
Althea Davidson
Mrs. F. Jefferson Davis
Thomas and Ann Duter
M. Jean Esch Theobald
Karen Falkner
Mildred B. Febock
R. Guy and Janet Ferris
Daniel and Maribeth Follmer
Glen Gauper
Dennis and Barbara Gottschalk
Gay Gross
Ilene Hagman

Joyce Hardwick
Ruth Hind
Homer Howard
Rosemary Johnson
Balkrishna and Vanmala Kale
Vib Kale
Carol and Richard Karls
Gordon Kilday
Roger and Nancy Kinson
Don and Lynn Klink
William and Patricia Kreitzman
Patricia Krueger
Maryanne Lawrence
Joan Lofgren
Raymond and Nelda Lombardi, Jr
Georgiana Luecker
William and Rebecca Martin
Suzanne H. McConnell
Jack Meyer
John and Elizabeth Murphy
Barbara Nettles Carlson
Dale A. Nordeen
Carol M. Nyland
Peter and Artie Orlik
Mary Parks
Patrick Reidy
Donald Ritland
Maurice Rogers
Darrel and Nancy Schrader
Second Harvest Foodbank 

Southern WI
David Seligman
Steve and Marcia Sheets
Rose and Jim C. Sime
Dan and Jayne Simpson
Marcia R. Sivesind
Etta Mae Smith
Bill and Margie Sprout
Karl and Judy Stadler

Avoid Traffic Crashes: Give Yourself a Space Cushion
by Steve Sheets

We know that distractions are a major cause of traffic crashes. The 
NHTSA (National Highway Transportation Safety Administra-

tion) has studied “distracted driving” and estimates that 80% of crashes 
are caused by a driver NOT PAYING ATTENTION. How can you 
and I be better defensive drivers what with an estimated 80% of 
drivers on the road driving “distracted” at any point in time? Given 
what is going on all around us what can we do to be safer?

The traffic engineers know how long it takes to bring our vehicle 
to a stop at any given speed. Furthermore we know that as we age our 
reaction time increases. The experts in traffic safety tell us that we 
need a four-second space cushion to reduce the likelihood we will 
crash into that vehicle in front of us when that distracted driver 
stops or crashes.

A space cushion is the empty space that separates your car from 
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RSVP Donor Honor Roll

We have received in-kind support from the following since our last newsletter...

Kathryn S. Arndt
Hal and Sue Blotner
Shirley Coulter
Culver’s
Cheryl Donkle
Fiskars

Diana Fjelstad
Jan B. Fulwiler
Margaret Goodger
Jean Hanson
Gladys Hartwig
Janet Hennessey

Janet Johnson
Carol and 

Richard Karls
Beverly Klumph
Eng Kornelsen

Beulah Lee
Madison Sewing Guild
Rayovac Corporation
Leonard and Deborah Rogan
Carol Schuch
J Scott’s Pastry Shoppe

Tom Theisen
Top Promotions
Lois B. Tyler
Uniek, Inc.
Voyagers Greyhound Apparel
Mary Jo Wettstein

Michael K. and 
Marilyn Starczynski

Joe and Rita Staubli
Ruth and Dave Strand
David Sulman
Elliott and Marion Sweet
Dick Sweet and Judy Zvara
Hazel Thompson
Francis Wagner
Henry Wertheimer
Eloise Wilson

Donor ($1-49)

Jane Albert
Myron Anderson
Paul and Millie R. Anderson
Lona Annen
Nancy K. Baillies
Sue Bakken
Stan Baltes
Lorraine Barniskis
J. Eloise Barrett
Sue and Ellis Bauman
John Bell
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Belle
Stephen and Ellen Blitz
Lorraine Breininger
Eileen E. Bruskewitz
Nancy Bubier
Jeanne 0. Burger
Susanne M. Busse
Mary B. Cartwright
Dawn Dennis

William Dicks
Bernard and Miriam Dregne
Barb Dresen
Ruth Duffy
Thomas and Shirley Eckstein
Sue Entwistle
Elaine A. Fischer
Eldora Gangstad
Monica Gannon
Betty Jo Gill
Tom and Jeri Grogg
Donald Grubb
Mary Hamilton
Alice Hampton
Rodger and Juanita Harbort
Jeanice Harrington
Robin Heilprin
Betty Hirsch
Marianne Hobbins
Steve Hoffland
Richard Hosman
LeRoy M. Huismann
Bob J. Hummer
Maria-Christina Jackson
Terrance and 

Rose Mary Jackson
Warren Jarlsberg
Dale and Evelyn I. Johnson
Theodore H. Johnson
Amy and Art Keleny
Jennings A. Kenseth
Cleo Kiergaard
Ronald and Barbara Klein

Urban and Pat Klosterman
Jean Knickmeyer
Jim Kohl
Donovan and Catherine P. Kopp
Doris Kox
Roland Kraiss
Edward A. Kreitzman
Jeanette Krumheuer
Margaret Kurek
Susan Landers Lynch
Sherry Lange
John and Geraldine Laufenberg
Stephen and Helen Lavasseur
Joyce and Jack Leichtenberg
Saul Levin
Diane MacDonald
Connie Maguire
Maija Maki-Laurila
Gordon M. Malaise
Doris A. Marten
Maurice and Colleen McCormick
Janet R. Meier
Ruth Meister
Sharifa S. Merchant
Ann and Regis Miller
Don Mix
Stephanie Moritz
Douglas and Shirley W. Mullen
William Murphy
Dories Sue Neis
Augusta M. Nordick
Larry R. Noyce

Therese O’Connor
Mary Odell
Jacquelyn Patricia
Marlyn Pearson
Helene Pertzborn
Gary Poulson
Bonnie Prestbroten
LaVona F. Quinn
Fred and Ruth Rand
Leonard and Deborah Rogan
Elaine Rosenblatt
Jean Rush
Jeanette & James Ryan
Alvin B. Schubert
James and Susan Setmire
Frederick W. Seybold
Patrick and Maria Shelton
Nellie Slane
Arlene Stadelman
Lila Stenbroten
Bob B. Sumenek
Ben and Mary Taylor
Dave and Helen Tetzlaff
Joanna Thompson
Eileen Tifft F.
Lois E. Tyler
Carol Uglow
Len and Paula Van Ess
Lorene Webber
Howard and Martha Wegenke
William J. West
George and Jeanette Williams
Charlotte Woolf

potential hazards. This empty space gives you time to see, react to, and 
avoid any problem that may arise on the road around you.

It’s particularly important to maintain the appropriate following 
distance in heavy traffic, which can slow down or stop suddenly for 
no apparent reason. It’s also important to maintain a large follow-
ing distance behind trucks, which can limit your field of vision, and 
motorcycles, which may be able to stop more quickly than you can.

Use the four-second rule: When the car ahead of you passes a fixed 
marker, begin to count — “one thousand one, one thousand two, one 

thousand three, one thousand four.” You should finish counting before 
your car passes the marker. If not, then you need to slow down a bit to 
increase your following distance. This works at any speed.

I have recently encountered several folks who report that they have 
been told by “reliable sources” that they could be cited for “impeding 
traffic” if they are driving the posted speed limit while all the other 
vehicles are exceeding the speed limit. This is simply NOT TRUE. The 
speed limit is calculated for any stretch of roadway to factor volume 
of traffic and road condition for maximum safety. Driving the posted 
speed limit is safer than speeding!
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Celebrate 

RSVP’s Annual  

Open House 
In celebration of 

National Volunteer Week:  April 15 ‐ 21, 2012 

Bring a friend, and learn about new opportunities for YOU! 

 Refreshments and  

Door Prizes! 

Thursday, April 19, 2012 

1:00 ‐ 4:00 p.m. 

RSVP Office, 517 N. Segoe Road 

Suite 300, Madison 

For information, call:  238‐7787 

or email us at:  info@rsvpdane.org 

National Volunteer Week:  April 15 - 21, 2012

Thursday, April 19, 2012

Bring a friend, and learn about new opportunities for YOU!



Expires 6/30/12
with Coupon

                A Smile is the Most Beautiful Sight in the World!
At Nakoma Dental, we partner with you so you can keep your best smile for 
a lifetime. Did you know recent research has shown that strong teeth and 
healthy gums promote optimal overall health? Keep your smile healthy and 
beautiful for a lifetime with the help of Nakoma Dental.

                  Donald W. Tipple, D.D.S

                A Smile is the Most Beautiful Sight in the World!
At Nakoma Dental, we partner with you so you can keep your best smile for 
a lifetime. Did you know recent research has shown that strong teeth and 
healthy gums promote optimal overall health? Mention this ad and get $50 
off toward a New Patient exam & x-rays.

                  Donald W. Tipple, D.D.S
Call Us:  (608) 271-0331    

4333 Nakoma Rd.

Betty Harris Custer and J. Corkey Custer are registered representatives of  Lincoln Financial Advisors 
Corp. Securities and investment advisory services offered through Lincoln Financial Advisors Corp., 
a broker/dealer (member SIPC) and a registered investment advisor. Insurance offered through 
Lincoln Affiliates and other fine companies. CRN201012-2048763

406 Science Drive, Suite 310 • Madison, WI 53711
(608) 238-8388 • (800) 346-8864

Cottage Grove, Wisconsin

Assisted Living Redefined!
At Aster we do more than living...
It is an experience of a Lifetime!

Call for a personal tour with Sheila at (608) 333-1503



ELEGANT LIVING FOR SENIORS
ALL AROUND DANE COUNTY

* Rosewood, Stoughton---  877-9388
* Greenwood, Oregon-----  835-6717
* Sugarwood, Belleville----  424-9980
* Sunwood, Sun Prairie---  825-1455
* Pleasant Valley, Lodi-----  592-4134

Call today to see the finest in affordable living.

Here for Life
(800) 553-4289 

agracehospicecare.org   

CNA and Skilled Caregivers Needed
We are seeking qualifi ed, experienced and compassionate caregivers to 
provide in-home care for seniors.  We have a wide variety of shifts available 
during the week, as well as weekends and evenings.

Please apply IF you are:
• Looking to make a difference in someone’s life
• Able to provide personal care, transportation, meal preparation, 

and household upkeep
• Dependable, available, compassionate, and ready to work

The rewarding position of caregiver allows seniors to stay in their own 
homes...maintaining their dignity, safety, and independence.  We specialize 
in fi nding and hiring top notch caregivers and connecting them with 
wonderful seniors who need our help.

Senior Helpers is a leading home care provider with a national reputation 
for quality and excellence.  Our clients live in Madison and rural townships 
around Dane and Sauk counties.

Call today (608) 729-5365 and ask for Human Resources.  Or apply online 
at www.seniorhelpersmadison.com under employment opportunities.

4706 East Washington Avenue
Madison,WI  53704

(608) 729-5365
Fax (608) 467-7219

www.seniorhelpersmadison.com

4726 East Towne Blvd, Suite 120
Madison, WI 53704

(608) 729-5365
FAX (608) 467-7219

www.seniorhelpersmadison.com

West Madison     East Madison
Middleton    Sun Prairie    Waunakee
McFarland    Stoughton    Deerfield

CressFuneralService.com

Please call Margie at 
608.663.7536 to advertise in 

RSVP News Notes, distributed 
quarterly to 6,000 RSVP 
volunteers and Friends.



Meridian Group, Inc. 
2249 Pinehurst Drive 
PO Box 620800 
Middleton, WI  53562 
608-836-1152 
www.meridiangroupinc.net 

All Saints 
Capitol Centre 
Dryden Terrace 
Fisher Taft 
Homestead 
Maple Terrace 
Monona Hills 
Segoe Terrace 
Southridge Village 

 

Committed to Providing Affordable 
Housing for Older Adults  

Throughout Dane County & Beyond 
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Triad Events

Save The Date

Wisconsin State/Dane County Triad Crime Prevention and Safety Expo
10th Anniversary,  October 5, 2012, 9-4

Hosted by American Family Insurance  —  Madison, Wisconsin
Learn the latest about scams and frauds, especially those that target older persons. Workshops will focus on safe driving, fire and 
fall prevention, elder abuse and neglect, traveling in America, internet safety, hiring a contractor for home repair, financial literacy, 
housing solutions for the elderly, emergency preparedness and what to know about gang activity in our communities. There will 
be many exhibits and resource tables.

Come and learn how to keep you, your family and friends safe in your home and community. All ages are invited. Cost 
is $20.00/$17.00 Early Bird. (Limited Scholarships available) The fee includes lunch and materials. Seniors, law enforcement, 
city/county officials, human service professionals and the general public are invited to attend. Call RSVP at 608.441.7897 for 
more information.

             TRIAD

The 10th Annual Citizen Advocacy Workshops
These workshops will take place May 25th, June 1st, and June 8th at the McFarland Municipal Building from 9:00 a.m. – 12:30 
p.m.  Participants will learn

	How local governments and institutions operate;
	How to contact the “Powers that Be”;
	About issues that affect senior’s lives;
	About services and resources for seniors;
	How to become involved on boards, committees and as advocates for important causes.

Speakers include our local government leaders, legislators, social policy experts, and others.

Everyone is welcome. To register call 608.441.7897

Verona Traffic Planning Concerns — March 13 – 12:30 p.m. (Verona Senior Center) 
 Bruce Sylvester, Verona City Planner; Bill Burns, Verona City Administrator
Current Scams in the Verona Area — April 26 – 12:30 p.m. (Verona Senior Center) 
  Officer Ryan Atkins, Verona Police Department
Poison Prevention — March 27 – 10:00 a.m. (Taylor Ridge Apartments, Cottage Grove) 
 Donna Lotzer, U.W. Health
Are You Ready for the Next Emergency? — April 24 – 10:00 a.m. (Taylor Ridge Apartments, Cottage Grove) 
 Paula Severson, Cottage Grove Emergency Management 
 TBA Representative of Dane County Emergency Management
Identity Theft and Consumer Fraud — May 22 – 10:00 a.m. (Taylor Ridge Apartments, Cottage Grove) 
 John Hendrick, Coalition of Wisconsin Aging Groups
Being Safe In and Out of your Home — September 25 
 Officer Jessica Loether, Cottage Grove Police Department
Home Safety and Security — March 22 – 10:00 a.m. (Colonial Club, Sun Prairie) 
 Dane County Deputies Mike Butler and Leslie Fox

These meetings are free and open to the public. For more information contact mstamstad@rsvpdane.org .
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Congratulations
to the following RSVP Volunteers in the 

news this past quarter:

Bob Topel
RSVP Program and Volunteers 

WTDY Jody & Joan

 RSVP Program and Volunteers 
Wisconsin State Journal

Meet a Vet Who Helps Vets
by Jim Jenkins"

"Satisfy your heart!"
In a sentence, that’s what Dick Hoffman tells people he 

recruits for the Driver Services program of RSVP. We have 
hundreds of motivated, upbeat volunteers, and there’s no better 
example than Dick. His enthusiasm is contagious!

Dick is the coordinator for the Stoughton area Driver Ser-
vices program, which means he not only drives patients to area 
clinics and hospitals, but he manages the entire 
program in Stoughton. His latest enthusiasm is 
the Vets Helping Vets program. The program, 
an expansion of the 35-year old Driver Escort 
program, is seeking to recruit 150 veteran vol-
unteers to transport veterans who are unable 
to drive to medical appointments. He’s actively 
recruiting new volunteers to help vets young 
and old get to medical appointments.

Dick was born and raised in Appleton and, as 
soon as he could, at age seventeen, he joined the 
Army. He volunteered with several friends from 
high school, and found his way to three bases 
in Germany, where he served in the Artillery 
Branch from 1957-1959. One of the weapons 
he worked with was the legendary “Atomic Annie,” a massive 
280 mm. cannon that could fire nuclear rounds with a range 
of forty miles. The program lasted for two years, until the army 
developed wider-ranging nuclear missiles. But for a brief period, 
this was our most solid deterrent against the Soviets in Europe. 

When stationed in Nuremberg, Dick’s unit lived in barracks 
that had housed Hitler’s SS troops during WWII. The war was 
little more than a decade behind us when Dick served there, and 
areas of the old city were still off limits to GIs, because they were 
teeming with Nazi sympathizers from the war. 

Returning to the U.S., Dick got a job in consumer finance 
in his home town. He soon took a similar job in Janesville, then 
in Fort Atkinson, where he married his wife, Willie. In Fort, he 

Ji
m
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nk
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discovered that the local bank didn’t have a consumer-lending 
division, so he approached the bank president and convinced 
him that he should be hired as its first consumer-lending officer. 
It is clear that Dick saw an opportunity and seized it in what 
was becoming a pattern in his life.

A series of moves brought Dick to the Stoughton State Bank, 
where he worked until his retirement at age 55. During his ca-
reer he moved up the ranks from consumer-lending officer to 
Executive Vice President. 

Dick and Willie have two children and four grandchildren, 
all living in the area. They are the joy of his 
life, and he feels extremely fortunate to be 
able to spend time hunting and fishing with 
them as well as attending their concerts and 
games. Dick’s hobbies include photography 
and the study of history, which he’s combin-
ing into a book project, photographing and 
writing about each of the 1047 highway 
historical markers in Wisconsin. So far he’s 
completed about 500 of them. 

So how did Dick Hoffman come to 
RSVP? He says that he tried golf, but 
didn’t like it. He can mow the lawn only 
so many times a week, and he didn’t want 

to spend his retirement life watching TV. So 
he got involved with RSVP as a way of sharing his energy and 
experience with his community. After driving others to medical 
appointments, he’s come to realize that his health problems are 
minor by comparison, and he’s come to think of his clients and 
the drivers he manages as family. By the way, he is also a member 
of the RSVP Board of Directors.

Dick has a deep appreciation for just what RSVP means to 
Stoughton and Dane County. When asked what he tells prospec-
tive drivers he recruits, he says he tells them to “Satisfy your heart!” 
That sums up Dick’s approach to life and his service to others.

Pawsitive Reading from page 2

readers already have a high anxiety level about reading aloud. My 
goal is to help them feel comfortable, relaxed, confident, happy 
about getting to read to Disney, and to have the environment 
reflect those goals. There is an amazingly powerful paradigm shift 
at work when a specially trained dog is added to the mix. It is very 
special to be able to watch a child have a positive reading experi-
ence with Disney, and know that they are not only improving 
their skills, but enjoying the experience of reading.”

 Thank you, Staci and Disney for your ongoing support of 
students in the community. For more information about this pro-
gram contact Paula Reif, Intergenerational Program Coordinator 
at 608.661.4271 or e-mail at preif@rsvpdane.org .
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Drivers Needed
Volunteer driver escorts are needed to provide 
transportation for seniors. Reimbursement of  
50 cents/mile and excess insurance coverage 
are available. Drivers are asked to make an 
average commitment of transporting one 
passenger per week. Bilingual volunteers are 
most critically needed.

Meal Delivery
The RSVP Driver Services Program also has an urgent need for home-delivered-
meal drivers in the following communities/areas: Belleville, DeForest, Fitchburg, 
McFarland, Middleton, Mt. Horeb, Oregon, Stoughton, Sun Prairie, Verona, Wauna kee, 
and Northwestern Dane County. Volunteers pick up and deliver meals to designated 
recipients. Again, reimbursement of 50 cents/mile and excess insurance coverage are 
available. For more information on both of these assignments call Gene at 608.441.7896 
or e-mail gkundert@rsvpdane.org . 

New Driver Escort Coordinator

Drivers Needed
 for Vets Helping Vets Program

 to drive VA Hospital Vans 

We continue to have volun-
teer opportunities for RSVP’s Vets 
Helping Vets Program as well as a 
request from the VA Hospital for 
van drivers in Dane County. The 
hospital uses two vehicles in the 
Dane County area along with runs 
to the Milwaukee VA Hospital on 
scheduled days of the week. VA van 
drivers will be required to follow VA 
guidelines and training.

If you are interested in either or 
both programs please contact Dave 
Tetzlaff at 608.238.7901, or email 
him at dtetzlaff@rsvpdane.org.

On December 28, 
Donna Vieth, 

retired after 18 years 
on staff as the Madison/
Monona Ride Coor-
dinator. Many drivers 
were able to attend the 
reception for Donna 
on November 30th. 
She also received notes 

of appreciation and 
phone calls from 
passengers whom 
she has helped by 
arranging rides for 
their medical ap-

pointments. RSVP 
appreciates all her years 
of service !

Pictured (l to r): Akeem Torres, Donna Vieth,  
and Madison RSVP Driver Escort Jack Daly
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                    DRIVER ESCORT

Tom Poppe is RSVP’s new Madison/Monona and Vets 
Helping Vets Ride Coordinator. Tom retired from the State 

of Wisconsin after twenty-five years of service, to join RSVP. 
His primary duties with the state were to support computers, 
networks, and software through the computer help desk.

Tom’s background of working with the older population 
includes duties as an orderly at Mt. Washington Home in Eau 
Claire and volunteering in Colorado Springs with an organization 
named Silver Key while serving in the Army, volunteering that 
included helping with yard work, inside cleaning, and socializing.

While in the Army he was trained as a radar operator. Be-
ing stationed in Colorado Springs helped him develop a deep 
appreciation for the outdoors. He also was recruited to serve as 
the drug/alcohol liaison for his company, a position in which he 

discussed with fellow veter-
ans the steps they could take 
to help with their substance 
abuse.

When not working at 
RSVP, Tom enjoys family 
activities, riding his bike, 
jogging, and working in 
the yard. The yard work 
includes trying to replace his 
lawn with native plants. He 
does not use herbicides so he 
does have problem with Creeping Charlie. Any help anyone can 
give him on how to stop Creeping Charlie from taking over his 
yard, without using poisons, would be appreciated.
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VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES

If you live only for yourself, you are always in immediate danger of being  
bored to death with the repetition of your own views and interests.

RSVP VOLUNTEER PROGRAMS
... where volunteers make a difference

                —  CALL JAN AT 608.441.7891

RSVP needs volunteer Driver Escorts to provide 
transportation for seniors throughout Dane County. Home 
Delivered Meal Drivers are also needed outside of Madison. 
Reimbursement of 50 cents/mile and excess insurance 
coverage are available.

HENRY VILAS ZOO needs volunteers who would enjoy 
running the Zoo Train and the Conservation Carousel, 
which provide entertaining and educational experiences 
for Zoo visitors of all ages. Also needed are Face of the Zoo 
volunteers to greet guests, helping to ensure that they get 
the most out of their Zoo visit. Training is provided for all 
positions.

MADISON CHILDREN’S MUSEUM is a wonderful new place 
to play and to volunteer! You can be a greeter, a helper on 
the roof-top garden, you can assist with lots of hands-on 
exhibits and activities, or help in the office. And, you can 
play!

The PEER SUPPORT/ELDER FRIEND program is seeking 
volunteers 55 and older to be an Elder Friend. You 
can add new meaning to someone’s life by providing 
companionship, phone calls, and friendly visits. Training is 
provided.

AMERICAN RED CROSS has many open volunteer positions: 
Community Preparedness Specialist, Coordinator of 

  —  Author: W. Beran Wolfe

Volunteer Instructors, Database Assistant, Special Events 
Assistant, and Logistics Support.

ST. MARY’S HOSPITAL needs lots of help with Patient 
Escorting, Gift Shop Workers, and Unit Assistants.

CENTER FOR FAMILIES is a family service center on the 
East side. It is in need of a friendly volunteer receptionist 
to welcome families, answer phones, and give directions to 
offices in the building.

DANE COUNTY PARENT COUNCIL needs a couple of 
Office Support and Telephone Greeters – one at their 
East Madison Head Start office and the other at the office 
of their South Madison Head Start. Duties include filing, 
organizing, managing bulletin boards, doing mailings, 
copying, and telephone answering in a busy office setting.

New Intergenerational Program 
Coordinator

Paula Reif comes to RSVP 
with a background in the 

human services field and a passion 
for the benefit realized when the 
generations come together. She 
completed her Bachelor’s Degree 
at UW-Green Bay in Interdisci-
plinary Studies and Human De-
velopment with a minor in Busi-
ness Administration. She further 
completed a Master’s Degree in 
Human Services from Concordia 
University. 

Paula has been active in program development and man-
agement throughout her working career. She has experience 
offering intergenerational music and movement classes as well 
as partnering with schools to provide extended educational op-
portunities for students. Paula is looking forward to meeting 
and supporting all of the volunteers and partners involved in 
Intergenerational Programs!

The Intergenerational Program, 
New Leadership
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The fourth quarter of 2011 was a time of transition as the 
Intergenerational Program Coordinator, Nancy Madden, 

left her position with RSVP in October 2011. Board member 
and RSVP volunteer, Margaret Jensen, stepped into the gap, 
volunteering as the Interim Intergenerational Coordinator. 
Margaret did an excellent job maintaining the program and 
assisting in the process of securing a new hire for this position. 
We are thankful for her ability to keep this program functioning 
and for sharing her expertise. Margaret is also active in orient-
ing Paula Reif who was hired for the position and began work 
in January 2012.
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                 GROUP PROJECTS

New Group Projects Coordinator

RSVP of Dane County welcomes Mary Dwyer as Group 
Projects/Homeworkers Coordinator. Mary works with 
numerous volunteers who make quality handmade 

items for community members 
in need. Knitted and sewn goods 
include quilts; baby hats, booties 
and mittens; blankets; pillows; tote 
bags; scarves and hats. Mary and 
volunteer staff visit with the groups 
and homeworkers, providing them 
with materials and receiving their 
finished items for distribution in the 
community. 

Mary is a Brooklyn NY native 
and received her BS in painting 

and illustration from New York University. Her diverse work 
background includes retail management, marketing and adver-
tising. Mary has lived in Madison since 1992. Through RSVP, 
she currently volunteers as an English-as-a-Second-Language 
(ESL) tutor with the Literacy Network. Previous volunteerism 
includes Second Harvest Food Bank, Meals on Wheels, and 
Independent Living. Her personal interests include sewing, 
needlework, cooking, reading, and gardening.

If you’re interested in becoming a projects volunteer or do-
nating materials, Mary would love to hear from you. She can 
be contacted at 608.663.1319 or mdwyer@rsvpdane.org . Join 
us in welcoming Mary to our team!

Sew What’s New?

Another year is upon us with expectations that it will be an 
extra busy one. As of early January, Mary Dwyer became the 

new Coordinator for the RSVP Group Projects and Homeworkers 
program. Mary comes with energy, ideas, and many smiles. She 
began her charge with a large mailing to our recipient agencies 
to reacquaint them with this program. Since staff and addresses 
at these agencies can change regularly, we find the beginning of 
the year a good time to say “hello” and to update our data. The 
positive response to this yearly letter was evidenced by the number 
of orders we have already received for those handmade items. 
Mary is an enjoyable take-charge and “make-things-happen” 
person who is already an asset to this program.

Let’s go back to 2011 for a brief review of what transpired 
under Group Projects and Homeworkers:
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 9,398 handmade items were distributed to recipient agen-
cies in Dane Co. These items have an estimated market 
value of $65,787.

 2,344 pounds of material was saved from landfill.

Of all the many items our volunteers make, the largest vol-
ume of items distributed was tote bags (1522) and hats (1483). 
Mittens (1163), lap quilts (652), scarves (642), bears (409), and 
holiday stockings (490) follow in quantity. Outstanding job, 
volunteers! Thank you.

Waunakee WaunaMakers group (l to r): Kate Stulken,  
Suzanne Matiash, Marie Oakeson, Nancy Vanderploeg and 

Nancy Currell. Not pictured: Dianne Karls Hess,  
Odelia Karls, and Judy Dorn.

Waunakee WaunaMakers Group Projects volunteers (l to r) 
Irene Pobiecke and Marie Oakeson are busy tagging and 

packing up scarves and hats made by the group. 
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MEMORIALS AND TRIBUTES
Memorial and tribute gifts to RSVP are a meaningful way to honor someone special and to extend the services provided 
by volunteers. Every dollar contributed allows us to enrich the lives of many children, families, and older persons.

CONTRIBUTIONS WERE MADE TO RSVP IN MEMORY OF

CONTRIBUTIONS WERE MADE TO RSVP AS A TRIBUTE TO

 Our Parents and Family by Robert and Mary Jane Hartjes
 Elizabeth “Betty” Amacker by Judith Amacker
 Mary Bleecker by Suzanne H. McConnell
 Cynthia Burnside by Roger and Nancy Kinson
 Virginia Clark by William and Rebecca Martin
 Harold Dahlen by Lou Ceil Dahlen
 Bernadette Diericks by Kim and Mark M. Pilgrim
 Tony Farina by Thomas and Shirley Eckstein
 Bob Fox by George A. Fait
 Douglas W. Haven by Holly Brassington
 Bob Heideman by Char Tortorice
 Wilbur Hirsch by Betty Hirsch
 Josephine Hosman by Richard Hosman
 Marjorie Howard by Homer Howard
 My husband, James O’Connor by Therese O’Connor

 Tim Johnson by Theodore H. Johnson
 Dorothy Kilday by Gordon Kilday
 Barbara Kraiss by Roland Kraiss
 Cliff Maguire by Connie Maguire
 Hugh (Butch) Martin by Augusta M. Nordick
 Michael Meier by Dave and Helen Tetzlaff
 Alice Peterson by Gordon Peterson
 Patricia Pippert by Kenneth J. Pippert
 Merle Punsel by Arnold and Diane Evensen
 Len Rush by Karen Falkner, Jean Rush
 Mim Semmann by Ron Semmann
 John Stadelman by Arlene Stadelman
 Tom Stamstad by Ruth and Dave Strand
 Del Weum by Sue Bakken
 Sue Weum by Sue Bakken

 Two Co-Workers by Hazel Thompson
 Group Projects by Ruth Meister
 RSVP Staff by Judy Olson
 Volunteers by Betty Jo Gill, Reinhold and Rita Meihsner
 RSVP Staff, Board and Volunteers by Keith and Margie 

Zutter
 Bill and Esther Boyer by Ann Boyer
 Margaret Jensen by Maria-Christina Jackson
 Reinhold Meihsner by Myron Anderson
 Dollie Newlun by Second Harvest Foodbank Southern WI

 Waunakee Sr. Center RSVP Volunteers by 
Michael J. Foley

 Steve Spelbring by Charles and Kay Spelbring
 Mary Stamstad by Joyce Hardwick, Diane 

Wiedenbeck
 Bette Theisen by Second Harvest Foodbank 

Southern WI
 Donna Veith by Robin Heilprin
 My sister, Vicky Nettles Eby by Barbara Nettles 

Carlson
 Sue Weum by Sue Bakken

RSVP Volunteer Tutors Needed
RSVP Volunteer Tutors are needed in Madison 
Area Schools to help K-12 students learn and 
improve their academic skills. Volunteers, working 
under the direction of the school staff, assist 
students one-on-one or in small groups. By 
building those academic skills, volunteers lay the 
foundation for future success for each student. 
If you are interested in tutoring, please contact 
Paula Reif at 608.661.4271 or preif@rsvpdane.org 
for more information.C
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Please use this form to make a contribution to RSVP in memory or honor of someone special

Enclosed is my gift of

  In honor of                     In memory of

      Personal tribute

  Check payable to RSVP of Dane County  Credit Card:       MasterCard         Visa         PayPal
      (Pay online with PayPal at www.rsvpdane.org/donateonline.html)

Card #     Exp. Date           /  Signature

Name        Phone

Address        City/State/Zip

E-mail Address

If you would like, we will send an acknowledgement of your tribute or memorial to the person(s) listed below.

Name

Address        City/State/Zip

Please return this form to: RSVP of Dane County; 517 N. Segoe Road, Suite 300; Madison, Wisconsin 53705.



Memorials and Tributes

You Can Help RSVP Celebrate 40 Years!

This year is RSVP’s 40th 
Anniversary! (No presents 

or flowers but your financial 
support is needed!).  

Please join this year’s 
celebration through a 
donation in tribute or 
in memory of an RSVP 

volunteer.

Help Wanted!

Our Group Projects and Homeworkers Program receives 
requests from our recipient agencies for special items 

throughout the year. We have a small pool of Group Projects/
Homeworkers volunteers who can be called upon to make these 

specialty pieces, but we need more help! How about you? Please 
contact Mary Dwyer, Group Projects and Homeworkers Coordi-
nator, if you are interested in helping with special requests. Mary 
will need to know your specialty: sewing, knitting, crocheting 
or all of the above. Mary can be reached at mdwyer@rsvpdane.
org or 608.663.1319.

 Tim Johnson by Theodore H. Johnson
 Dorothy Kilday by Gordon Kilday
 Barbara Kraiss by Roland Kraiss
 Cliff Maguire by Connie Maguire
 Hugh (Butch) Martin by Augusta M. Nordick
 Michael Meier by Dave and Helen Tetzlaff
 Alice Peterson by Gordon Peterson
 Patricia Pippert by Kenneth J. Pippert
 Merle Punsel by Arnold and Diane Evensen
 Len Rush by Karen Falkner, Jean Rush
 Mim Semmann by Ron Semmann
 John Stadelman by Arlene Stadelman
 Tom Stamstad by Ruth and Dave Strand
 Del Weum by Sue Bakken
 Sue Weum by Sue Bakken

RSVP Calendar
Board Meeting 
(April 16, 2012)

RSVP Annual Open House
(April 19, 2012)

Office Closed Memorial Day
(May 28, 2012)

RSVP Annual Meeting
(June 2012 - day to be determined)



News Notes (Spring 2012 edition, Vol. 40, No. 1) is the official publication of RSVP of Dane County, Inc. It is published quarterly 
and sent to Volunteers and Friends of RSVP. RSVP seeks to improve the quality of life for all Dane County citizens through signifi-
cant volunteer service. Membership is voluntary. We are located at 517 N. Segoe Road #300, Madison, WI 53705-3100, Telephone: 
608.238.7787, Fax: 608.238.7931, Email: info@rsvpdane.org, Web site: www.rsvpdane.org. News Notes Editor is Margie Zutter, 
Editorial Assistant Carroll Heideman, co-editing and creative design by Bill Arthur. Bulk mailing permit #2372.

Non-Profit
Organization

U.S. Postage Paid
Madison, WI
Permit #2372

RSVP OF DANE COUNTY
517 N. Segoe Road, Suite 300
Madison, WI 53705-3100
EEO/AA Employer

Board of Directors
Jack Anderson, President
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Peg Davey, Secretary
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Bob Ainsworth
Mike Foley
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Richard Hoffman

Jim Jenkins
Margaret Jenson
Jane Morgan
Pat Reidy
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Interim Executive Director

news notes

Address Service Requested

Want to get in Administrative
Margie Zutter, Interim Executive Director 

663-7536, mzutter@rsvpdane.org

Jack Guzman, Office Support 
Administrator 
238-7933, jguzman@rsvpdane.org

Krishna Sijapati, Accountant 
441-7899, ksijapati@rsvpdane.org

Program Coordinators
Mary Dwyer, Group Projects/Homeworkers 

Program Coordinator 
663-1319, mdwyer@rsvpdane.org

Jan Karst, Community Connections 
Coordinator 
441-7891, jkarst@rsvpdane.org

Paula Reif, Intergenerational Program 
Coordinator 
661-4271, preif@rsvpdane.org

touch with 
us?

Simply dial 238-RSVP (7787) 
or e-mail us at  

info@rsvpdane.org – or you 
can reach individual staff 

members directly at the phone 
numbers/e-mail addresses 
listed at right. In the event 

we’re not available at the time 
you call, our 24-hour voice 

mail will ensure you receive a 
prompt response.

Mary Stamstad, Triad/Citizen Advocacy 
Coordinator 
441-7897, mstamstad@rsvpdane.org

David Tetzlaff, Vets Helping Vets Coordinator 
238-7901, dtetzlaff@rsvpdane.org

Akeem Torres, Foster Grandparent Supervisor, 
441-7894, atorres@rsvpdane.org

Driver Services Program
Gene Kundert, Driver Services Manager 

441-7896, gkundert@rsvpdane.org

Susan Landers-Lynch, Coordinator/
Administrative Assistant

 441-7892, slanderslynch@rsvpdane.org

Tom Poppe, Madison/Monona Ride 
Coordinator 
441-7898, tpoppe@rsvpdane.org

Please Don’t Throw It Away — Recycle!

Since the last issue of News Notes, we have received many useful 
donations. Thank you for thinking of RSVP Group Projects when 

you have leftover sewing and knitting supplies. We also appreciate your 
spreading the word among your friends and neighbors about our need.

Over 200 RSVP volunteers working in groups and at home recycle 
these donated materials, creating beautiful handmade items for children 
and adults in need. Do you have acrylic yarn, baby yarn, thread, sewing 
supplies, durable fabric for tote bags, stuffing for pillows and teddy 
bears, batting for quilts, and large and small pieces of cotton fabric 
for quilts? Please call Mary Dwyer at 608.663.1319 or e-mail her at 
mdwyer@rsvpdane.org to donate supplies. Thank you!


