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 Conference Schedule 
 

 

7:45 - 8:45AM Registration and Exhibits 

 

 

8:45 - 9:00AM Welcome - “Why Law Enforcement Needs the Community, and Why the  

   Community Needs Law Enforcement” 
Rock County Sheriff, Bob Spoden  

 

 

9:00 - 9:45AM Keynote -  “The Value of Triads for Community Response and  

   Prevention of Crimes that Target Older Adults” 
   Trudy Gregorie, Executive Director, National Adult Protective     

   Services Association (NAPSA), Board Member, National Triad   

   Association, affiliated with the National Sheriff’s Association 

 

9:45 - 10:15AM  Break 

 

 

10:15 - 11:15AM Workshops 

 
A. Tech Savvy Seniors    Alissa Kenny, Executive Director, DANEnet 
This workshop will provide an overview of internet tools for seniors, with an emphasis on ways to stay 
connected with family and friends online. 
 
B. Elder Abuse - Part #1  

 
Physical Abuse, Neglect and Financial Misappropriation in Medicaid Funded Facilities 

   Peter Tempelis, Assistant Attorney General Medicaid Fraud Control & Elder Abuse  
   Unit, Wisconsin Department of Justice 

The presentation will review physical abuse, neglect and financial misappropriation in Medicaid 
funded facilities. Special attention will be dedicated to prevention and detection, in addition to 
discussion of the importance of coordinated community response to such offenses. It also will 
review the role of the Wisconsin Department of Justice’s Medicaid Fraud Control & Elder Abuse 
Unit, in collaboration with District Attorneys, United States Attorneys, State and Federal 
Agencies (e.g., Wisconsin Department of Health Services, Wisconsin Department of Safety & 
Professional Services, U.S. Department of Health & Human Services), and civil litigators across 
the State and U.S., to prosecute criminal and civil healthcare fraud and patient abuse cases. 
 
 
Elder Victim Services and Elder Abuse Coalitions: Collaborative Partners in Better  
  Serving Older Victims    
  Trudy Gregorie, Executive Director, National Adult Protective Services Association 
This session will explore the benefits and positive impact achieved when elder abuse coalitions 
and aging services begin to collaborate with crime victim services as partners and stakeholders 
for victim services delivery and strategic planning within communities. The most important 
benefit is enhanced wrap-around services for older adult victims of abuse and other crimes. An 
overview of victim services and its intersection with aging services will be provided, as well as 
tips, strategies, and resources for shared outreach and joint activities to address elder abuse 
within the community. Collaboration and strategic planning are critical for providing the most 
effective services to older victims in an era of shrinking budgets and reduced staffs while the 
numbers of older adults increases.  
 



 
C. Identity Theft     John Hendrick, Financial Empowerment Director,  

Chief Legal Counsel, Coalition of Wisconsin Aging Groups 
The workshop will focus on: who commits identity theft, how can you detect and report it, it may not be 
what you think, and the #1 reason to report identity to the police. If you know about financial identity 
theft, do you know four other kinds of identity theft? 
 
  
D. Personal Safety  Officer Jessica Helgeland, Cottage Grove Police Dept 
Officer Helgeland will discuss Personal Safety Tips for Older Adults to include information on basic 
crime prevention, as well as tips for making the home safer, ways on how to protect your valuables from 
thieves and how to protect one's self while away from the security of your home.  Officer Helgeland will 
also touch on Phone Scams, including the most common ones seen by law enforcement and what you 
can do to prevent becoming a victim of this growing trend.  Lastly, Officer Helgeland will speak about 
what you should do if you unfortunately have become a victim of a crime and answer any questions the 
attendees of this presentation may have. 
 
 
11:15AM - 12:00PM  Lunch, Exhibits, Door Prizes 
 
  
12:00 PM - 12:15 PM  Speaker: Attorney General Brad Schimel 
 
 
12:15 - 1:30PM   Plenary Session 
   “Aging in Place” 

Jennifer Fischer, Dane County ADRC; Joy Schmidt, ADRC Dementia Specialist; 
Kari Orn, Silver Alert; Dee Nash, Executive Director, Access to Independence 

 
Jennifer will provide information about the ADRC, how to access ADRC services and discuss services 
that are commonly used to help an elder age in their home for as long as financially, physically and 
emotionally possible. Joy will discuss the services a Dementia Care Specialist provides to individuals 
living with dementia and their family and care partners. She will share information about resources and 
strategies to help people live well with memory loss. Kari will provide participants with information 
about the Silver Alert program, how it is used and how it has been helpful for the elder and his/her 
family. Dee will end the discussion by providing information about home modifications. She will bring 
examples of assistive technologies and demonstrate how they can be helpful in situations.  Each 
presenter will discuss a couple of cases to demonstrate how their services have been applied to help 
elders. 
 
 
1:30 - 1:45PM  Break 
 

 

1:45 - 2:45PM  Workshops 
  
A. Keeping the Keys – Safe Driving Christine Bergan, Supervisor,  
       Eastern Wisconsin AAA Driver Training 
“Keeping the Keys” is an AAA program for senior drivers to teach older drivers how to extend their safe 
driving careers. They will learn how to plan ahead for continued mobility, and be aware how driving 
skills change over time and how to deal with these changes. 
 
 
 
 



 
B. Outsmarting the Scam Artist: The Psychology of Fraud 

Jeannie Tucker, AARP Fraud Watch Network  
Every year, Americans lose billions of their hard-earned dollars to fraud, identity theft and scams. That’s 
why AARP launched the Fraud Watch Network, to arm Americans with the tools they need to spot and 
avoid fraud and scams. In this workshop, you’ll learn about: Fraud Trends and Behavior – understanding 
how much fraud is out there – here in Wisconsin and beyond – and the behaviors that put you at risk; 
The Con Artist’s Play Book – a closer look at the strategies and persuasion tactics used by con artists; 
Prevention Strategies – know and practice the most effective prevention strategies to avoid becoming a 
victim; Resources – how to access and share up-to-date information about fraud identification and 
prevention and where Wisconsinites can turn if you or someone you know has been a victim. How can 
you outsmart scammers before they strike? This workshop will teach you how to beat con artists at their 
own game.  
 
  
C. Elder Abuse - Part #2  

 
Self-Neglect & Hoarding Doreen Goetsch, CSW, Adult Protective Services Coordinator 

Alice Page, JD, MPH, Adult Protective Services & Systems
 Developer,  
Bureau of Aging & Disability Resources, Div. of Public Health 

In Wisconsin, self-neglect is the highest reported type of “abuse” for both adults-at-risk and 
elder-adults-at-risk. However, unlike other types of abuse, self-neglect does not involve an 
abuser. Instead, it occurs when the individual fails to obtain adequate care for him or herself. 
This workshop will provide information about what self-neglect is and signs of self-neglect that 
may help you to recognize it and protect the individual.  It will also provide information about 
why individuals may be self-neglecting and how to respond. Finally, the workshop will provide 
information about situations that appear on their face to be self-neglect, but are not, and what can 
be done in these situations.   
 
 
Frauds, Friends, and Family  John Hendrick, Financial Empowerment Director,  

Chief Legal Counsel, Coalition of Wisconsin Aging Groups 
John will talk about how to be alert for scams and identity theft, but don’t forget to look closer to 
home! According to State and National statistics, over 60% of elder financial exploitation comes 
from family members or caregivers.  
 
 

D. Elder Depression & Suicide: Preventing, Assessing & Treating – repeated 
Tracy Schroepfer, Associate Professor, Hartford Geriatric Social Work Faculty Scholar,   

School of Social Work, University of Wisconsin-Madison 
While loss and grieving are a normal part of aging, depression is not. Depression estimates vary across 
settings: less than 5% in the community, 11.5% in the hospital and 13.5% in those requiring home 
healthcare (CDC, 2017). Left untreated, depression can lead to health issues and in worst cases, suicide. 
Elders comprise 15% of the U.S. population,eme but account for approximately 20% of all suicides. 
This workshop will provide information on assessing depression and the potential risk for suicide, as 
well as strategies for treating depression and preventing suicide.  
 
  
2:45 - 3:00PM  Break 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
3:00 - 4:00PM  Workshops 
  
A. Elder Depression & Suicide: Preventing, Assessing & Treating – repeated 

Tracy Schroepfer, Associate Professor, Hartford Geriatric Social Work Faculty Scholar,   
  School of Social Work, University of Wisconsin-Madison 

While loss and grieving are a normal part of aging, depression is not. Depression estimates vary across 
settings: less than 5% in the community, 11.5% in the hospital and 13.5% in those requiring home 
healthcare (CDC, 2017). Left untreated, depression can lead to health issues and in worst cases, suicide. 
Elders comprise 15% of the U.S. population but account for approximately 20% of all suicides. This 
workshop will provide information on assessing depression and the potential risk for suicide, as well as 
strategies for treating depression and preventing suicide. 
 
  
 
B. Emerging Drug Trends Officer Jason Weber, Community Liaison Officer, 

Fox Crossing Police Department 
Is Molly in your schools? Are kids using bricks? How about vaping? Did you know that more people die 
each year from drug overdoses than car accidents? These are just some of the new threats facing our 
communities. This presentation will cover some of the new drug threats, along with other alarming 
activities of the new generation and what can be done. Join Jason Weber, a nationally recognized drug 
prevention speaker, for an insightful and potentially lifesaving discussion. 
 
 
C. Elder Rights Project: Civil Legal Aid for Victims  Sam Wegleitner, Staff Attorney,  

     Elder Rights Project 
The Elder Rights Project provides free legal assistance to secure safety, stability, and independence for 
elder abuse victims. The presentation will focus on giving attendees an introduction to the Elder Rights 
Project by discussing the basic eligibility requirements, the services that the Elder Rights Project can 
provide, and the referral process. 
 
 
D. The Madison Area Recovery Initiative (MARI)  

Captain Joe Balles (retired), MARI Project Coordinator  
Lieutenant Tim Patton, Madison Police Department  
Dr. Aleksandra Zgierska, MD, PhD, DFASAM, DABAM, DABFM,  UW-Madison, School of 

Medicine & Public Health, Department of Family Medicine and Community Health 
Over the past two years, Madison Police Department staff have been working on a Federal grant to test a 
new, innovative pilot program called the “Madison Area Recovery Initiative” or MARI. Our MARI 
program is similar to other drug diversion programs where AODA assessment and treatment is sought 
for criminal offenders. What makes MARI unique is how the diversion will actually occur with law 
enforcement facilitating the diversion process rather than traditional “court ordered” diversion programs. 
The MARI program is not intended to be a replacement to the current Dane County Drug Court which 
has been very successful, but rather serve as an additional avenue to help get prolific criminal offenders 
fast tracked into assessment, treatment and recovery.   



 Conference Registration 

 

If you wish to pay online, visit: www.rsvpdane.org 

 

 

Name: __________________________________________________    Age 60+:  

 

Title: ______________________ Organization: _________________________________ 

 

Address: _________________________________________________________________ 

 

City: _______________________________ State: _________ Zip: __________________  

 

Phone: ________________________ E-Mail:____________________________________ 

 

Continuing Education Hours (CEHs) — check here to request:          

  

 

The general registration rate is $35 and $25 for those 60 and over. This fee includes 

continental breakfast, lunch, and materials.  

 

Checks payable to:   

RSVP of Dane County, 517 N. Segoe Road, Suite 300, Madison, WI  53705    

 

Amount Enclosed: $__________________ Credit Card Payments:  MasterCard     VISA 

 

Credit Card Number: ____________________________________ Exp. Date: __ __/__ __   

 

Signature: __________________________________________________ 

 

If you would prefer to register & pay online, visit: http://www.rsvpdane.org 

 

If you need special accommodations to attend this program, call (608) 441-7897 by 

September 1. For more information contact:  RSVP of Dane County: (608) 441-7897, 

mstamstad@rsvpdane.org 

 

 

http://www.rsvpdane.org/
http://www.rsvpdane.org/

